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Church Office Hours                   
Monday — Thurs.   

7:30 am —11:30 am     
12:30 pm— 4:30 pm 

Fridays Closed  

 

 
Fill The Canoe 

For October Food 
Drive !!! 

 
We will be filling a    

canoe in Trinity Hall 
to donate to the 

Waseca Food Shelf! 
Help us fill it with            
donated goods for    

the needy. 



St John Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Mission Statement  

St. John is a Christian family of  disciples alive in a Scripture-
based, Spirit-led mission of  ministry, worship and play.     Dis-
ciples at St. John  Evangelical Lutheran Church are      ex-

pected to pray often, worship regularly, learn from the Scrip-
tures, participate in the serving groups if  physically able, of-
fer their time and talent as the spirit calls them, and regularly 
contribute monetarily to support the mission and ministry of  

the church. 

      Photograph by Curt Yess 

  

Friends, families, and members of St. John Lutheran: 
    It is amazing to me how I can recognize ‘echoes’ of my own life 
in the bible stories of the ancestors of our faith in the book of                 
Genesis. 
    I invite you to join with me each Sunday at 9:00 am as we ex-
plore these Bible stories. 
    We spent September looking at a few stories of Abram (later 
called Abraham) and Sarai (later called Sarah). We heard of God’s 
call in their lives to “Go to the land that I will show you.” While 

I’ve never been sent another country, God did call me into ordained ministry, and that 
has meant a few moves to different towns as I have followed God’s call. We heard of 
their waiting for God’s promise to them to be fulfilled. They wondered if God had              
forgotten them, and if his promise was still true. Who of us have not shared such    
questions and doubts in times when we have waited on God in prayer?  
     In this month of October, we will hear a few stories of Jacob and Esau (twin grand-
sons of Abraham and Sarah). The story in which I recognize the ‘echoes’ of my own 
life, is the story of Jacob wrestling with his own failures. (This story is found in            
Chapter 32 of Genesis) Perhaps you have had a time when you wrestled with your own           
failings – the times we are disappointed in the way we have responded and acted. Or 
perhaps you have wrestled with a tragedy or upset that life in this world brings. We 
wrestle looking for answers, for help, and for God’s strength. And it’s okay, and a nor-
mal part of our journey of faith. In his grace, God allows us to wrestle with him as we 
try to come to terms with what has happened or is happening in our lives.  
    Suffering is not part of God's plan for us. and he is saddened when he sees the            
suffering we experience or the pain we cause others and ourselves. But at the same 
time, he will use all this to guide us and lead us closer to him. As I look back at my life, 
I can see how that has been true for me. And perhaps you see that ‘echo’ of your own 
life in this story. Like Jacob, in our wrestling we will encounter God’s grace and mercy 
and learn to lean on him, and like Jacob, we are made new with trust in God and re-
freshed in our relationship with God.  
    May God’s Spirit use the struggles that we have in this life to draw us closer to our 
Lord, and to reassure us of the love and grace of our God. 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 
 

    Peace, Pastor John 



  

Because of God’s 
   great mercy… 
 

 

“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift 
each of you have received.” (1 Peter 4:10) 
 
 
    God’s grace comes to us in many (‘manifold’) ways. Our Lord Jesus is chief among 
these. It is through the love and forgiveness that is ours in our Lord Jesus that we can 
boldly claim to be God’s own people – not because of what we have done, but because of 
what God has done for us through his only Son. 
    God’s grace also comes to us in many other ways. I think of the offering prayer that we 
use in our worship on many Sundays: Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving 
what you have first given us – ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
    The Bible teaches us that everything belongs to God. To be a steward is to be entrusted 
to care for all that God has placed in our hands. As stewards we are given a high degree 
of authority and autonomy, but also commensurate responsibility. Our task as stewards 
represents a sacred trust and solemn duty. 
    Because of God’s great mercy, we marvel at all we have received. Because of God’s 
great mercy, we think about how we will respond. 
 

BIBLE READINGS FOR UPCOMING SUNDAYS 
Series – Standing on the Promise (book of Genesis) 
October 2 – Genesis 22:1-14 
October 9 – Guest Preacher (Pastor John at Men in Mission retreat) 
October 16 – Genesis 25:19-34 
October 23 – Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23, 41-45; 28:10-22 
October 30 – 9:00am Genesis 32:22-31 
October 30 – 11:00am CONFIRMATION 

*********************************************************************************** 

Confirmation Students  

October 30, 11:00 am 

Kaden Elias  Mia Mitchell 

Kaden Garza  Riley Mitchel 

Jenna Hudak 

 



Dylan Wesseling 
Dana  Elias 
Savanna Grunzke  
Jacob Lemmen,                                                                                    
Madyson Murphy   
Owen Thomas                            
Matt Wantoch 
Mathias Wilson    
Kennedy Hodgkins      
  

October Lifeline 

Would like to adorn our                                     
altar with fresh  flowers?  

Please call Lanae Feser at the church office 
at 833-1703 at least a week ahead of time. 
Two vases of flowers can be purchased at 

$50 paid to WELCA. This may be brought to 
the church  office or put in the offering plate 
and labeled. Individuals whom belong to the 
church may have this donation listed on their 

financial statements. You 
may request a color and/or 

flower preference.                               
A written announcement 
can be put in the weekly                   

bulletin specifying if they 
are “in honor of ”or “in 
memory of” loved one. 

  

Have you moved in the last 5 years and  St. John 
was missed on the address, phone number or email changes. 
Please let our office know as soon as possible, so 
that we can keep our records up to date. If your 
children have married and/or moved to their own 
place and are members, we would like to have this 
information to update their records, and make any 
transfers to the new church. 
.stjohn@hickorytech.net or 507-833-1703. 

August  2022 

Monthly 

Income     $19,618.87 
Expense     -17,819.97 
              1,798.90 
 

Year to Date 
Income           
       $149,335.53 
Expense    -145,124.28 
  Diff                4,211.25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“But Jesus called for them and said, Let the lit-
tle children come to me, and do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God                 
belongs.” 
 
The women of St. John are invited to a Thrivent Action 
Team to assemble LWR Baby Care Kits at 10:00am in 
Trinity Hall on October 1, 2022. These Baby Care Kits 
will help provide items to help keep a baby healthy  and 
to welcome a baby out into the world.  
 
  Items needed are- 

*Lightweight cotton t-shirts  
*Long or short sleeved gowns or sleepers without 

feet or shirt and  pair of pants( sleepers with feet 
can have the feet portion cut off and the bottom 
then hemmed or zigzagged) 

*Receiving blankets or medium weight cotton or 
flannel or crocheted or knitted with lightweight 
yarn, up to 52” square 

*Cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 
*Jacket, sweater or sweat shirt with a hood, or in-

clude a baby cap 
*Pairs of socks, various sizes make the kit last longer 
*Hand towels, dark color recommended –

still needed 
*Bath size bars of soap-still needed 
 

Gently used and clean items (no stains or tears) can be 

used.    Please leave items in the basket in the narthex or 

on the pew by the Library in Trinity Hall. Thank you for 

your generosity in this important project. 
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Noisy Offerings 
First Sunday of                 

the month  
Sept. 2022 offering 

$76.25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU ARE INVITED ...to the  
Women of the ELCA Monthly    

Bible Study! 
 

www.gathermagazine.org/
category/bible-studies/ 

 
Bible Study 

October 10 
1:30 am 

Trinity Hall 
Leader: Paulette Krenke 

 

October 18 
7:00 pm 

Trinity Hall 
Leader: Marie Tesch 

Hostess: Shirley Raetz 

 
 

         
 
 

 
Scrip Cards area available for                   
purchase in the church office.  

Every scrip purchase you make will 
help the youth of St John.  

 
Please contact: Kari Priebe 507-521-
4723 or Pam Grunzke 612-910-7230, 

Scrip Co Coordinators, or Julie at the 
Church office 507-833-1703.   

    Applebee’s  Oscar’s 
   Cash Wise  Pizza Ranch 
   Domino’s Pizza Subway 
   El Molino  Walmart  
   Yellow Mushroom Hy-Vee 
   Kwik Trip  McDonald’s 
 

Help our local stores and our      
church youth at the  same time!! 



October Lifeline 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed Thursday Friday Sat 

       

 
  

   
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

  

  
1 WELCA 
Baby Care 
Kits & Mtg. 
 

2 
 
9am Traditional       
Worship/Noisy offering/ 
Baptism-Barrett Sleen 
10:15am  Fellowship-
Men in Mission Brkfst 
 
5pm Video Voice   

3 
10 am Quilters 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 

4 
 
  
 

5 

 
5:30 Confirmation 

6 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm  
Men in Mission 
BS-via Zoom 
 

7 
Men in 
Mission 
Retreat 

8 
Men in      
Mission        
Retreat 

9   Pulpit Supply –   
Pr. Matt Larson                              
9am Contemp. Wrshp -
comm/Choir 
10:15am  Fellowship 
 
 

  5 pm Video Voice  

 

 10 
 
 
10 am Quilters 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 
1:30pm Mary's 
Bible Study 

11 
 
 
6:00pm                        
Commission mtg 
6:30 pm  Council 
 
 
 

12 
    
 
 
5:30 Confirmation 

13 
 2:00pm 

Lakeshore 
3:30 pm Colony 
Ct. Comm. 

 
 7:00pm Men in 
Mission BS-via 
Zoom 

14 
 

15 
 

16  
 
 
9am Traditional       
Worship/communion 
10:15 am Fellowship 
5pm Video Voice   

17 

 
10am Quilters  
 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 
  

18 

Lifeline 
deadline 
 
7pm Ruth’s Bible 
Study 
 

19 
12:00 Noon 
 Ministerial 
Lunch @ Congre-
gational Church 
 
NO Confirm! 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Men in 
Mission BS-via 
Zoom 

21 

 
 

22 

 
 

23 
9am Contemp. Worship 
 
10:15am Fellowship 
 
5pm Video Voice 
 

24 
 
10am Quilters 
 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 

25 
7pm Men in 
Mission mtg 
Host: Jody Wilker 
Dev: Rich Gorell 
Prog: Rept. on 
Bold Gathering 
trip 

26 
 
 
5:30 Confirmation 

27 
 
 
 
7:00pm Men in 
Mission BS-via 
Zoom 

28 29 
11-1pm  
Fall                  
Festival 

2022 2022 

30  Reformation 
 
9am Contemp. Wor-
ship/Choir 
9:20am Sunday School 
10:15am Fellowship 
11am Confirmation 
 
5pm Video Voice 

31 Halloween 
 
 
10am Quilters 
 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 

Food Shelf free will offering 
will be collected on Sunday, 
Oct. 30th at worship service. 



 

Fall                  

October Lifeline 

Communion 
Bread Maker 

Don & Linda              
Wesseling 

Sunday, October 2 
Traditional Worship, 9:00 am 

Reader: Marcia Bartz 
Acolyte: Jack Kuhns 

Ushers: Val Possehl, Kim DeMarce 
Church Council: Kyle Gallagher 

Videographer: Pam Grunzke 
Facebook Live: Curtis Yess 

 
Sunday, October 9, 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship-Communion 
Reader: Pam Grunzke 

Ushers: Mary Meyman, Sue Michaels 
Comm. Prep: Kevin & Cindy Dickie 

Acolyte: Megan Hudak 
Church Council: Sue Michaels 
Videographer: Merril Schultz  

Facebook Live: Curt Yess 
 

Sunday, October 16, 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship-Communion 

Reader: Nadine Omans 
Ushers: Scot & Shannon Hedberg  

Comm. Prep: Marsha Vollbrecht,               
Linda Sandborg 

Acolyte: Savannah Schlueter 
Church Council: Terry Huber 

Videographer: Marcia & Dennis Bartz 
Facebook Live: Curt Yess 

 
Sunday, October 23 , 9:00 am 

Contemporary Worship 
 Reader: Bruce Boyce 

Ushers: Craig & Cathy Johnson 
Acolyte: Jacob Knutson 

Church Council: Mike Behsmann 
Videographer: Pam Grunzke 

Facebook Live: Curt Yess 
 

Sunday, October 30, 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship 

 Reader: Rhonda Behsmann 
Ushers: Steve & Jody Schroeder 

Acolyte: Cory Bartz 
Church Council: Diane Blowers 
Videographer: Merril Schultz 

Facebook Live: Curt Yess 
 

Sunday, October 30, 11:00 am 
Contemporary Worship 

 Reader: Confirmation Student 
Ushers: Rodney & Lori Born 

Comm. Prep: Scott & Shannon Hedberg 
Church Council: Diane Blowers 

Facebook Live: Curt Yess 

“Are You Falloween God?” 
 

Parents bring your children to                          
Sunday School please! 

 

When: Oct. 30th,                  
9:20-10:10 am 
 

Where: Past the church 
office at the endo of the 
hall, upstairs, please. 

 
 
Who: 4-12 year olds 
 

 
Why? Your child or chil-
dren will learn stories 
about God and Jesus 
from the Bible,  and take 

home fun crafts  they have 
worked on. 
 
We hope to see your children 
there! 
 
Love from,  
Alex Cooper & Val Possehl 
Your NEW Sunday School Staff 



October Lifeline 

Complimentary bus tokens are available for St. John members and guests 
riding the bus to church. Call the church office at 833-1703 to get your to-
kens. You must call DISPATCH to arrange a pick up for yourself. 
   1-855-762-7821 before 3pm Saturday to schedule your pickup and drop-off. 

Anyone that wants to be  included on our current Homebound Communion 
list please call the church office at  833-1703.  Pastor John and trained members 
of the congregation make regular visits.  You may also request a copy of the 
weekly  bulletin, announcements, and/ or prayer concerns to be sent to 
your residence.  Remember we  broadcast on the local television station                

    Sundays at 5:00 pm and Mondays at 10:30 am .     

    Hospitalized or Ill? 
Pastor John would like to visit you if you have any mental or physical health 
issues. Therefore if you or a loved one is sick, or if  you are in the hospital for a 
planned surgery or any other  reason do contact us! Call  833-1703                    

Video voice of St John 

Each Sunday morning the worship service at St. John is videotaped and broadcast on                

Media Comm Channel 8 Consolidated Comm 107                                                                                  

Sundays at 5:00 p.m. and Mondays at 10:30 am. 

LSS Leadership is planning on reviewing service delivery in 2022. At that time they 
will weigh pros and cons of opening up to in  person sessions, and we will hopefully 
obtain more clear feedback on what to expect for the future!  

We wanted to provide our scheduling line again, in the event members of the       
church were wanting to start services via telehealth:                                                             
Jackie Wood, MHP 612-879-5320 to schedule an                                                          

appointment or www.lssmn.org 

Video of Sunday morning worship service on YouTube. Simply go to 
www.youtube.com and put in the search box, the St. John channel ID: 
UCgWSxRJnrt6pYe2nQJmgIdA. 
You can go to stjohnwaseca.org and go to the YouTube site from here, also. 

Lutheran World Relief 

 
Looking for that special Coffee or 

Tea for yourself or a GIFT?  We 
have  just the brew for you!  “Fair 
Trade Coffee” or “Fair  Trade Tea” 

may be purchased thru                          
Sue Erdman.                                                              

Call 507-461-5108. 

There are no 3rd graders               
receiving Bibles this year.  

If you know of anyone in 3rd 
grade that we have not con-
tacted, please let Julie know 

as soon as possible. 

http://www.youtube.com
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Council Members and Staff  
 
Council President  
 Ann Ruedy 507-308-4779 
 
Council Vice-President   
 Michael Behsmann 507-461-7490 
       
Council Secretary          
Koni Hudak  651-983-7342 
  
Financial Secretary    
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737  
    
Congregational Life 
Diane Blowers  507-461-5196 
                     
Education Committee   
Alex Cooper 507-461-5424 
Valerie Possehl  507-461-9677 
 
Worship and Music 
Sue Michaels   507-381-4299 
   
Social Ministry and Outreach 
Rhonda Behsmann 507-461-7490 
 
Council Members At Large  
Terry Huber (507) 461-5424 
 
Building and Grounds  
Kyle Gallagher 507-461-3347 
     
 
      WEBSITE ADDRESS:  www.stjohnwaseca.org 

 
 

 

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church 

401 3rd Avenue NE 

Waseca MN  56093 

Email: stjohn@hickorytech.net 

Website: www.stjohnwaseca.org 

Phone:  507-833-1703 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Pastor John Omans     
Church office  507-833-1703   cell  507-201-1103 
home 507-833-1525#  
E-mail  faith.worker@hotmail.com 
 
Administrative Secretary 
Julie Keane 507-833-1703   
stjohn@hickorytech.net 
 
Youth Director:  
OPEN 
 
Senior Choir Director   
Deb Wantoch-Yess 507-835-3498 
 
Assistant Choir Director 
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706 
 
Organists 
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706 
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737   
  
Custodian 
Bill Erdman 507-461-1359 
  
  

 
E-mail : stjohn@hickorytech.net  
 


