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Sunday, October 18, 2020 

20th Sunday of Pentecost 

                 Now the Feast and Celebration with Communion 

 

GATHERING 

Introduction 

    Our first lesson from Joshua is written down for later generations to help them stand firm in their 
faith in God. Songs and music, prayers and praise, and God’s word of promise, were the weapons 
that God used to win the victory. This story is in our Bibles, not to teach people how to knock down 
walls or kill, but to teach people how to build up their faith; to remind them that they need not fear 
the evil around them because God is with them; and to encourage them to walk in the ways of their 
Lord their God. In our second lesson, the Apostle Paul reminds us that the battle we fight is not 
against flesh and blood, but against the spiritual forces of evil. In our gospel lesson, Jesus calls us to 
renounce hate and to love, even our enemies. As we will sing, “with deeds of love and mercy, the 
heavenly kingdom comes.” 

 

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements 

(Please Stand) 

Gathering Hymn:  (cranberry) #870  We Praise You, O God 

1. We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator: 

 in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;  

we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 

2.  We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers; 

through trial and tempest our guide you have been. 

When perils o’er take us, you will not forsake us,  

and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 

3. With voices united our praises we offer 

and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us.  

To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise! 
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Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you! 

C: And also with you! 

P: Let us pray: 

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and preserve us 

in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

(Please be seated)   

    WE HEAR GOD'S WORD 

First Reading: Joshua 6:1-7, 20-21 

 “The battle is the Lord’s.”  

1Now Jericho was shut up inside and out because of the Israelites; no one came out and no one went 
in. 2The LORD said to Joshua, "See, I have handed Jericho over to you, along with its king and sol-
diers. 3You shall march around the city, all the warriors circling the city once. Thus you shall do for 
six days, 4with seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark. On the seventh 
day you shall march around the city seven times, the priests blowing the trumpets. 5When they 
make a long blast with the ram's horn, as soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the 
people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and all the people 
shall charge straight ahead." 6So Joshua son of Nun summoned the priests and said to them, "Take 
up the ark of the covenant, and have seven priests carry seven trumpets of rams' horns in front of 
the ark of the LORD." 7To the people he said, "Go forward and march around the city; have the 
armed men pass on before the ark of the LORD." 

20So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the 
trumpets, they raised a great shout, and the wall fell down flat; so the people charged straight ahead 
into the city and captured it. 21Then they devoted to destruction by the edge of the sword all in the 
city, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys. 

R   The Word of God, word of life. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 6:10-17 

The Apostle Paul closes this letter by calling on Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare 
against evil. 

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of 
blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done every-
thing, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on 
the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to 
proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able 
to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God.  

R   The Word of God, word of life. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

(please stand) 
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Gospel Acclamation  (cranberry) pg 216 

    Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia 

    You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia 

(Reprinted under One License A-704215) 

P         The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C       Glory to you, O Lord.  

Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus declares an end to the law of vengeance, and calls people to re-
spond to evil with love and mercy. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 38“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ 39But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn 
the other also; 40and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41and if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 42Give to everyone who begs from you, and 
do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 
  43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I say 
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children of 
your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

(Please be seated) 

Children’s Message – see our St. John Facebook page 

Message   The spiritual battle                Pastor John Omans 

Message Song  (cranberry)  #805  Lead On, O King Eternal! 

1. Lead on, O King eternal! The day of march has come;  

Henceforth in fields of conquest your tents will be  our home. 

Through days of preparation your grace has made us strong;  

and now, O King eternal, we lift our battle song. 

2. Lead on, O King eternal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 

And holiness shall whisper the sweet amen of peace;  

For not with swords loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums,  

But deeds of love and mercy the heav’nly kingdom comes. 

3. Lead on, O king eternal: we follow, not with fears, 

for gladness breaks like morning where're your face appears. 

Your cross is lifted o’er us; we journey in its light; 

The crown awaits the conquest; lead on, O God of might! 
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(Please Stand) 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

 The Father, the Almighty, 

 Maker of heaven and earth, 

 Of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in on Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 The only Son of God, 

 Eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 True God from true God, 

 Begotten, not made, 

 Of one Being with the Father; 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  He came down from heaven, 

  Was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  And became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

In accordance with the scriptures; 

  He ascended into heaven 

  And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy  Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 Who was spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  And the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers 

P:  Lord, in your mercy 

C:  Hear our prayer 

Peace  

P        The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 

C        And also with you. 

P        We share Christ's peace with each other. 

 

Offering Invitation (spoken by Pastor) 

(please be seated) 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

Stewardship Minute 

 

P Thank you for donations already being received for the Neighborhood Service Center food 
shelf! We will be receiving these all month. If you wish to make a financial offering to the food shelf, 
please mark your envelope or check for the food shelf. The food shelf can buy much more food with 
each dollar received, than we can buy at the grocery store. Thank you for your generosity!  

 

Offering Prayer 

 

P:  Let us pray: 

P:  Merciful God, 

 Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what 
we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

C:         Amen 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

(All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License A-704215) 
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P   It is our duty and delight…. We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus  (cranberry) page 191  Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Words of Institution  

 P:   You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your glory. We 

give you thanks for your promise and presence which have sustained the faithful in this 

and every generation. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in word 

and deed announced your gentle rule of  justice, reconciliation and peace. 

   On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:    

 Take and eat: this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the  remembrance of me.  

 After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-

giveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Remembering his command to love 

one   another, his life and death, his resurrection and ascension we pray for his  coming 

again, even as we cry:  Amen! Come Lord, Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us  and your 

 whole creation.  Amen!  Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

 

 

 

 

P: This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 
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P Make us bold, merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.    
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our  trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory,  forever and ever.  Amen. 
  

Communion 
(All baptized Christians are invited to come to the Lord's Table.   All Children who haven't had in-

struction are invited to come for a blessing.  They're  asked to fold their hands.  Children who are 

receiving communion please extend your hands.  Grape juice is available.  Please say “grape juice” 

to the server). 

Gluten Free wafers are available upon request. 

COVID-19 instructions: Please come down the center aisle, pulpit side first, then lectern side. 

Please maintain social distancing. Receive the bread and wine and proceed to the side aisle, where 

you may remove your mask and eat/drink the bread and wine. For those with mobility issues, the 

bread and wine will be available at a side station near the side aisle. 

Hymns During Communion          Lamb of God 
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Hymns :   #879  For the Beauty of the Earth 

1. For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, 

for the love which from our birth over and around us lies; 

~Refrain~ 

Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 

2. For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light: 

~Refrain~ 

3. For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight, 

for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound an sight: 

~Refrain~ 

4. For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth and friends above; for all gentle thoughts and mild: 

~Refrain~ 

5. For each perfect gift of thine,  peace on earth and joy in heav’n; 

for thyself, best gift divine, to our world so freely giv’n: 

~Refrain~ 

 

Hymn (cranberry)  #543 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

1. “Go, my children,  with my blessing, never alone.  

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

2. “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory.  

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

3. “Go, my children fed and nourished, closer to me. 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 

 

 



 10 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 

P We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table 

 with bread and wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. 

 Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, 

 use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your glory 

 revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Blessing  

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,+ be upon you 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 (Please stand) 

Sending Hymn  (cranberry) #504  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1. A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod and wins salvation glorious. The old satanic foe  

has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight.  

On earth he has no equal. 

2. No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. But now a champion comes to fight whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be: The Lord of host is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord. God’s only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious. 

3. Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat’ning to devour us,   

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot over pow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; in battle we’ll engage! His might is doomed to fail; 

God’s judgment must prevail! One little word subdues him. 

4. God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit.  

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. The kingdom’s our forever! 

Sending 

P Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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PLEASE WAIT FOR USHERS TO EXIT YOU OUT OF PEWS. 

 

 

 

 

Leaders in the Service 

    Pastor:  John Omans    

 Organist:  Al Tonn 

Cantor: Mike Harvey 

               Council Person:   

Reader: Susan Erdman 

Ushers:  Wayne Johnson & Julie Pederson 

Communion Prep:  Scott & Shannon Hedberg  

Communion Bread Makers: Ardean Klampe 

               Videographer:  Marcia & Denny Bartz 

Facebook Live recording: Mary Schultz 

 

 

 

          Thank you to all these members of St. John for offering their time and talents 
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