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2020 Confirmation
Dominic Grunzkie, Pastor John Omans
and Suzanne Kuhns

Congratulations on
all the success you
have had this year
with:
The above Baby Kits,
Personal Care Kits
and the School Kits.
Thank you to every-

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mission Statement
St. John is a Christian family of disciples alive in a Scripturebased, Spirit-led mission of ministry, worship and play.
Disciples at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church are
expected to pray often, worship regularly, learn from the
Scriptures, participate in the serving groups if physically
able, offer their time and talent as the spirit calls them, and
regularly contribute monetarily to support the mission and
ministry of the church.
Photograph by Curt Yess
I have always liked Psalm 100, because it’s short and easy to memorize; plus, it gives
specific, straightforward directions as to what God would have us to do:
• Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
• Worship the Lord with gladness.
• Come into his presence with singing.
Many of us have been watching professional sports on TV, but without the fans in the
stands. To me, it’s not the same. There’s something thrilling about thousands of fans
shouting out which team they support, claiming their colors, shouting their declaration
of belonging.
Psalm 100 shouts about an even bigger kind of belonging. It says, ‘We are God’s.’ It might not be quite as
catchy as the cheers at a game, but it means a whole lot more. ‘We are God’s.’
Make a joyful noise, the psalmist says. The point is to let the whole world know that the God of all creation is
with us, that we belong to him, and that he loves us, and that we are glad.
The psalm tells us, “Know that the Lord is God …”
I heard a phrase that has helped me. The phrase is, “God is God, and you’re not.” It works in two ways:
One, it lifts the weight of the world from our shoulders and sets us free from trying to be responsible for things
over which we have no control. God is God, and you’re not. It’s not all up to you.
Two, it limits the power and authority we often give to others. No matter how imposing or wise others may
seem, they’re not God either. They are fallible people, just like everyone else.
That’s what the psalmist is reminding us, when he says: “Know that the Lord is God. It is he who has made us,
and we are his. We are his people and the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm 100:3).
God who brought all creation into existence, who caused us to exist, has made us his own. He is our Lord who
cares for us. God didn’t just create the world and then leave us to struggle. No, he is also our gracious Lord who
helps us, guides us, teaches us, and watches over us day and night.
And, with this in mind, the psalmist concludes, “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts
with praise. Give thanks to him…”
Some days it may be easy to respond, “I’m thankful.” You know, the good days – The days when everything is
going well, when work is good, when school is fun and meaningful, when everyone’s healthy, and when family
relationships are nurturing for everyone.
But, let’s face it, not all days are like that. Some days it’s hard to think of things to be thankful for. But that is
just the point: on those days it is especially important to think of things to be thankful for, because those things
will point precisely in the direction of where God is sustaining you in the midst of your difficulties.
Think of giving thanks, as exercising. And the muscle we are really exercising when we give thanks is the
muscle that points us to where God is at work in the midst of difficulty and stress and hardship. And that’s why
it’s important to exercise it – because it’s a choice to see the blessings of life, how we’re being sustained each
and every moment of each and every day.
Thankfulness is a way of celebrating the gifts of God that surround us despite the not so great things that also
surround us. Choose to see the blessings in your life and give thanks. Know that God is at work, always.
Pastor John Omans

Rev. Michael Girlinghouse, bishop of the Arkansas-Oklahoma Synod to the ELCA, shared
this excellent devotion in the October 2020 edition of Christ in Home. Permission was granted to share this with you from Augsburg Fortress.
“Give therefore … to God the things that are God’s.” (Matthew 22:21)
Some time ago, I was at a stewardship event where the speaker drew two overlapping circles
on a piece of newsprint. Over one circle he wrote, “Things that belong to us,” and asked us to
list things that were ours. We shouted out the usual things: homes, cars, bank accounts, possessions. Over the second circle the presenter wrote, “Things that belong to God.” Again, he
asked us to list what belonged in the circle. After an awkward silence someone said hesitantly,
“Everything?” The speak agreed, responding, “The stewardship question is not how much of
what is ours we give to God but how much of what is God’s we keep for ourselves.”
The Pharisees hoped to trap Jesus into saying something that would get him in trouble with
either the emperor or the crowds. Instead, he reminded them of the basic truth that everything
is God’s. The real stewardship question is, ‘What are we going to do with everything God has
given us to manage on God’s behalf?’
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings you have given us. Help us use them, for your glory.
Amen
Peace, Pastor John

BIBLE READINGS FOR UPCOMING SUNDAYS
Sunday Series – Stewards of Grace
11/01/20 Matthew 5:1-12 (All Saints Sunday)
11/08/20 Luke 15:1-24
11/15/20 Luke 19:1-10
11/22/20 Matthew 25:31-46
11/29/20 Luke 21:25-35 (First Sunday in Advent)
You are invited to join in worship each week. Let’s grow together!

Peace, Pastor John Omans
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Quilt Sales in Trinity Hall

September 2020

Monthly

Income $ 15,286.13
Expense — -16,343.64
Diff
(-1,057.51)

Year to Date

Income $ 143,284.02
Expense — -179,117.87
Diff
(- 35,833.85)

Dylan Wesseling
Dana Elias
Savanna Grunzke
Jacob Kuhns
Jacob Lemmen,
Madyson Murphy
Darren Peterson
Matt Wantoch

Come and make some noise!!

Noisy Offerings

You can now bring your change
to church.
First Sunday of the month you
can drop your Noisy Offering in
the milk can!!

Lutheran World Relief
Running out of Coffee or Tea?
“Fair Trade Coffee” or “Fair Trade Tea”
may be purchased thru Sue Erdman.

Video voice of St John
Each Sunday morning the worship service
at St. John is videotaped and broadcast on
Media Comm Channel 8
Consolidated Comm 107
Sundays at 5:00 p.m. and
Mondays at 10:30 am.

ST. JOHN’S FALL FESTIVAL has been cancelled
this year, but we have created an opportunity for
you to purchase quilts.
Nov 1 – Nov 3: Sunday
Nov 1 8:30 – 9:00 and 10:00 – 11:00 am.
Monday and Tuesday
Nov 2-3 10 am to 2 pm
The Quilters of St John look forward to displaying a
variety of quilts for sale, but only for a few days.
This is a great opportunity for you to pick a quilt for
yourself, or for a birthday or Christmas gift for
someone special. We’ve sold quilts at the Fall Festival for many years, but making a profit on the
quilts is not the real purpose of our group. We hope
to sell a few of our beautiful quilts with the plan to
reinvest the money into materials to make more
quilts for people in need!

We recently received news from Lutheran World
Relief that three 40-foot shipping containers including over 22,000 handmade quilts plus baby-care
kits, personal care kits and school supplies were all
destroyed in the devastating August 4th explosions
at the port of Beirut Lebanon. These goods were to
be distributed to refugees and other vulnerable communities in the Middle East. We are heartbroken at
this loss, but we are more concerned for the welfare
of the people it was intended for. The women of St
John are committed to working together to help replace quilts and care kits.
Contact Ann Ruedy @ 507.308.4779 or Amy
LeCocq @ 507.837.9733 to make purchases.
If you are unable to come to our in person sales we
will also be offering our quilts for preview and sale
via St John’s Facebook and Facebook Marketplace
from Nov 4 – Nov 30, 2020.
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Scrip Cards area available for purchase
in the church office.
Every scrip purchase you make will
help the youth of St John.
Please contact: Kari Priebe 507-521-4723
or Pam Grunzke 612-910-7230, Scrip CoCoordinators, or Julie at the Church office
507-833-1703.

Applebee’s
Cash Wise
Domino’s Pizza
El Molino
Yellow Mushroom
Kwik Trip

Oscar’s
Pizza Ranch
Subway
Walmart
Hy-Vee
McDonald’s

Help our local stores and our
church youth at the same time!!

Lutheran Men in Mission
November
College Care Packages
We are looking for the
address for all out college
students so that we can
send a care package to
them.
Whether they are studying virtually or away at
college, please email or
call Russell Tesch with
this information.
PH: 507-461-5607
Em:
marietesch@mchsi.com

Men in Mission

Hospitalized or ILL?
Pastor John would like to
visit you if you have any
mental or physical health
issues. Therefore if you or a
loved one is sick, or if you
are in the hospital for a
planned surgery or any other
reason do contact us! Call

Simply Giving®
Electronic Giving is a
convenient,
consistent way to help our
church grow.
Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribution. It’s easy! You will no longer need to write
out checks and prepare envelopes every week.
Even when circumstances prevent you from attending services, your electronic contributions
will continue to be received on an uninterrupted
basis. Your consistent support is vital to our
church.

Memorials
Simple. Convenient. Secure
St. John Lutheran has added a Electronic
Giving “Memorial” choice to our website in
Giving.
If you would like to make a monetary gift
you can go to the website and designate as to
where you would like to have your gift go
and/or in whose name.

The quilters have 36 pillowcase dresses that were sewn
by Rosie Thissen ready to
send to Haiti. These were
blessed on Sunday Oct. 25th
along with the shawls and
quilts that have been made.
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2020
Sunday

1 RSVP

All Saints Day
9am Traditional
Worship/Noisy
Offering

Monday

2

Tuesday

4

7pm Commissions

5:30-6:30
Confirmation at
church –TH

9

10

11

10:30am Video
Voice

5:30-6:30
Confirmation at
5:30pm Ex. Council
church-TH

7pm Men in
Mission BS-via
Zoom

17

19

9am Contemporary 10am Quilters
Worship

5pm Video Voice

15 RSVP

9am Traditional
Worship

1st. Communion.
Jacob Knutson

ELECTION DAY
10 am Quilters

10 am Quilters

6pm Council

16

10 am Quilters

mtg

10 am Quilters

10:30 am
Video Voice

9am Contemporary
Worship

23

10 am Quilters

5 pm Video Voice

10:30 am
Video Voice

29 RSVP

30

9am Contemporary
Worship
5pm Video Voice

10 am Quilters
10:30 am
Video Voice

18

Lifeline
Info Due
5:30-6:30
Confirmation at
church-TH

5 pm Video Voice

22 RSVP

Thursday

3

10am Quilters
10:30am Video
Voice

5pm Video Voice

8 RSVP

Wed

24

25

7 pm Men in
Mission Mtg.
College care
Pkg

NO Confirmation
7pm Worship
WELCA thank
offering

10 am Quilters

Friday

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

20

21

27

28

7pm Men in
Mission BS-via
Zoom

7pm
Men in Mission
BS-via Zoom

26

9am
Christmas
Decorating
At church
NEED HELP

Ladies –
Communion Bread Baking:
Mary Meyman & Amy LeCocq
Sunday, November 1, 9:00 am
Traditional Worship
Ushers: Gyles & Carol Randall
Brian & Karen Lange
Reader: Gyles Randall
Church Council: Gary Conrath
Videographer: Pam/Dominic Grunzke
Sunday, November 8, 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship w/ communion
Ushers: Kevin & Cindy Dickie,
Neil Dickie
Prepare Communion: Gyles & Carol Randall
Reader: Nadine Omans
Church Council: Mike Schlueter
Videographer: Pam/Dominic Grunzke
Sunday, November 15, 9:00 am
Traditional Worship w/communion
Ushers: Valerie Possehl, Kim DeMarce
Prepare Communion: Craig & Cathryn Johnson
Reader: Shannon Hedberg
Church Council: Dan Kuhns
Videographer: Merril Schultz
Sunday, November 22, 9:00am.
Contemporary Worship
Ushers: Myra Battenfeld, Linda Sandborg
Reader: Linda Sandborg
Church Council: Gary Conrath
Videographer: Dennis Sommers

Wednesday, November 25, 7:00 PM
Ushers: Pauline Dill, Carol Tilney
Prepare Communion: Merrill & Mary Schultz
Reader: Carol Tilney
Church Council: Merril Schultz
Sunday, November 29, 9:00am.
Contemporary Worship
Ushers: Sam Macklay & Carol Randall
Reader: Sam Macklay
Church Council: Val Possehl
Videographer: Gyles Randall

Wondering how to access the videos done by the
author that go with our current:
Gather Magazine Bible Study on Holy
Time?
Here you go:
To get the most out of these short, 6-8 minute videos, it’s best to work through the
Bible Study first.
There are several videos for each month’s Bible
Study. They are available a few day after the beginning of each month.
Once you’re ready, you can access the video in 2
ways:
• Search YouTube for “Gather Magazine October
2020 Bible Study.” For part one of October, select
the video that is 5:55 minutes long. The rest
should follow automatically.
• Google: gathermagazine.org, click on
“Publications” on the top menu of the Gather
home page, then click on “Resources”, and
finally click on the Holy Time Bible Study by
Meghan Johnston Aelabouni.
I hope you take advantage of this resource – it’s a
neat addition to the study. I watched them successfully on my Android Tablet, so any computer,
tablet, or smart phone should work.

St John’s Commission Members
St John’s council is offering an opportunity to
members who are interested in volunteering
to serve as a commission member. Commission groups generally meet once a month to
discuss projects for their respective commission. The commissions that are in need of
members are the Education Commission and
the Social Ministry and Outreach Commission. If you would like to get more involved
in serving at church or would like more information please contact the church office at 507
-833-1703. If you are called please consider
serving.
Thank-you
St John’s Council
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Come and celebrate
1st Communion of
Jacob Knutson
Son of Brian & Heidi Knutson
On Sunday, November 15th
At 9:00am worship.

YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN OUR WOMEN’S MINISTRY IN COLLECTING THE
WOMEN OF THE ELCA THANKOFFERING AT THE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND
9 A.M. SERVICE. THIS PRACTICE
DATES BACK TO THE EARLY 1800S
WHEN WOMEN USED “MITE” BOXES
TO COLLECT PENNIES FOR THE SUPPORT OF CHURCH PROJECTS AND
FOREIGN MISSIONARIES.
THANKOFFERINGS SHOW
GRATITUDE FOR GOD’S BLESSINGS
AND GIVE US AN IMPORTANT AND
TANGIBLE WAY TO EXPRESS THAT
GRATITUDE. ENVELOPES WILL BE
AVAILABLE OR MARK YOUR OWN AS
“WELCA THANKOFFERING.”
INSPIRED BY OUR SPIRITUAL
FOREMOTHERS, WE CONTINUE TO
SEE OUR WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL,
OUR CAPACITY TO SERVE AND OUR
COMMUNITY OF WOMEN GROW
THROUGH OUR OFFERINGS.

If you would like to
adorn our altar with
fresh flowers please call
Debbie Bartelt at 4614874 or the church office at 833-1703 at least a week ahead of
time. Two vases of flowers can be purchased at $40 paid to WELCA. This may
be brought to the church office or put in
the offering plate and labeled. Individuals
whom belong to the church may have this
donation listed on their financial statements. You may request a color and/or
flower preference. A written announcement can be put in the weekly bulletin
specifying if they are “in honor of ” or “in
memory of”.
Anyone that wants to be included on our current Homebound Communion list please
call the church office at 8331703. Pastor John and
trained members of the congregation make
regular visits. You may also request a copy
of the weekly bulletin, announcements,
and/ or prayer concerns to be sent to your
residence. Remember we broadcast on the
local television station Sundays at 5:00 pm
and Mondays at 10:30 am .

Sunday
Bus

Complimentary bus
tokens are available
for St. John
members riding the
bus to church. Call the
church office at 8331703. You must call
DISPATCH
1-855-762-7821
before 3pm Saturday
to schedule your
pickup and drop-off.
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Thanksgiving Eve
Worship
With communion
Wednesday
November 25th
7:00 pm

At 7:00 PM

The Lord is near to
all who call on him,
to all who call on him
in truth.
Psalm 145:18

Dear Parents of College Students and College Students
We want your current contact information (call 833-1703 or email
stjohn@hickorytech.net) whether you are away or taking courses virtually at home,
and this is just one of the reasons why:
At your baptism as you were marked with the cross of Jesus Christ, the congregation promises to nurture your faith through the ministries of education, service, and witness. As you continued to mature, you studied the scriptures and affirmed your faith at Confirmation. Now that you are engaged in college, our Lutheran Men in Mission at St. John Lutheran Church desire to pray for you and remember you with College Care Packages and words of encouragement from Pastor
John.

Church Giving Envelopes
The end of the year is drawing near already and we are gearing up to find out if you would like the book of church envelopes this year. Please let the office know if you want them
or not. It is very important to hear from you.

You can watch children’s sermons, and a video of
Sunday morning worship service
on YouTube.
Simply go to www.youtube.com
and put in the search box,
the St. John channel ID:
UCgWSxRJnrt6pYe2nQJmgIdA

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
401 3rd Avenue NE
Waseca MN 56093
Email: stjohn@hickorytech.net
Website: www.stjohnwaseca.org
Phone: 507-833-1703
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Council Members and Staff
Council President
Michael Schlueter 507-304-3530
Council Vice-President
Michael Behsmann 507-461-7490

Pastor John Omans
Church office 507-833-1703 cell 507-201-1103
home 507-833-1525#
E-mail faith.worker@hotmail.comc

Council Secretary
Nancy Hansen, 507-837-9115

Administrative Secretary
Julie Keane 507-833-1703

Financial Secretary
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737

Director: Cross+Gen Ministries

Congregational Life
Dan Kuhns 507-461-2681

Senior Choir Director
Deb Wantoch-Yess 507-835-3498

Education Committee
Valerie Possehl 507-461-9677

Assistant Choir Director
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706

Worship and Music
Merril Schultz 507-461-7240

Organists
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737

Social Ministry and Outreach
Ann Ruedy 507-308-4779
Council Members At Large
Gary Conrath 507-521-2663
Building and Grounds
Kyle Gallagher 507-461-3347

Custodian
Bill Erdman 507-461-5108

E-mail : stjohn@hickorytech.net
Facebook: St John Lutheran Church ELCA

WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.stjohnwaseca.org

