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Church Office Hours

To all the Members of St. John Lutheran

Monday — Thurs.
7:30 am —11:30 am
12:30 pm— 4:30 pm
Fridays Closed

HAPPY MAY DAY !!
May Day on May 1st is a celebration of the season of Spring. May Day is a public
holiday and celebrated around the world. It is a day of unity, togetherness, and rebirth; a day for everyone to come together and celebrate life as we know it. With the
Pandemic making these simple things of celebration harder to do, consider making a
May Basket with flowers (real or make your own) and sweets to share with loved
ones, friends, and neighbors. These baskets were left on doorsteps or hung from
door knobs with the sender yelling “May basket” and then dashing from the scene.
Can you remember doing this?
The Women of St. John Lutheran Church would like you to know that you are in our
thoughts and prayers during this time and hope and pray that you are all safe,
healthy, wearing masks, and social distancing until we can all be together again.
Women’s Ministry

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mission Statement
St. John is a Christian family of disciples alive in a Scripturebased, Spirit-led mission of ministry, worship and play.
Disciples at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church are
expected to pray often, worship regularly, learn from the
Scriptures, participate in the serving groups if physically
able, offer their time and talent as the spirit calls them, and
regularly contribute monetarily to support the mission and
ministry of the church.
Photograph by Curt Yess
Friends in Christ,
We have been moving through a ‘twin crisis’ this past many months – a
global pandemic and a national reckoning on racial justice. I thank you for
your grace and patience to me as your Pastor, as I continue to try and address
these twin issues from a Biblical and faith perspective.
As we move through this 50-day Easter celebration of Jesus’ resurrection,
our emphasis for Sunday mornings turns from ‘Resurrection Appearances’ to
‘Resurrection imperatives.’ In other words, Jesus’ death on the cross and his
resurrection not only ‘saves’ us, but also ‘sends’ us to embody his risen presence in the world today. We will focus Jesus’ mission for us amid a diverse world, exploring bible readings from the
book of Acts (Sundays, April 24 – May 23).
This past season of Lent, I posted a series of 40 Facebook posts titled “40-day journey to the
cross.” One post was about ‘Diversity.’ I reprint that post here:
Division, differences. We have seen the reality of these things in our own lifetime. A Professor in
Seminary taught me something that has always stuck with me. “Unity,” he said, “is in diversity,
not in conformity.” How do we make sense of that with Jesus?
When the Apostle Paul wrote to the first-century church at Colossae, he was aware of the diversity of its members. He reminded them, “There is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free, but Christ is all, and in all” (Colossians 3:11) In a
group where differences in skin color, nationality, economic or social status, politics, as well as
other differences could easily divide people, Paul urged them to “clothe [themselves] with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (v. 12). However, Paul also urged them to
pursue justice and truth, saying, “Let the word of Christ dwell in your richly; teach and admonish
one another in all wisdom.” (v. 16)
Putting these principles into practice may often be a work in progress, but that is what Jesus
calls us to. What we hold in common is Christ’s love for us. “Nothing,” says the Apostle Paul, “can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) Amid all our wonderful diversity, we pursue an even greater unity in Christ. (end of Post)
I have also included in this May Lifeline, a letter from ELCA Bishop Elizabeth Eaton, reflecting
on racial issues, and reminding us of decisions made by this church at the 2019 Churchwide Assembly.
Peace, Pastor John Omans

“Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never be hungry.’” (John 6:35)
Imagine that Jesus stands before you and declares himself to be ‘the bread of life.’ His words would have seemed
outrageous to his listeners, over 2000 years ago. For us,
the edge has been taken off because of the familiarity that
now surrounds those words: “I am the bread of life.” But
what if we could hear them as if for the first time?
We can hardly think of Jesus apart from the bread and wine of Holy Communion. But it is
not the bread of the communion meal that Jesus is talking about. Jesus wants his followers,
and us as his followers today, to understand that the gifts of God, the gift of Jesus, is as necessary to our well-being as food itself.
All the ‘hungers’ that we experience – a hunger for peace (in ourselves and with others), a
hunger for love and kindness (to receive and to give), a hunger for wisdom in our decisions,
a hunger for self-control, etc… All of these hungers are met with God’s abundant gift of Jesus, the one who embodies God’s grace and truth.
If you were to make a list of gifts that you have received and are receiving now from God,
whose love have been made known to you in Jesus, what would be on your list? How might
these gifts be shared with others, and with the world? O Lord, teach us to live lives that are
truly worthy of your great and glorious gifts to us. Amen
BIBLE READINGS FOR UPCOMING SUNDAYS
Mission imperatives
4/25/21 Acts 8:26-40
5/02/21 Acts 10:1-17, 23-26, 34-35
5/09/21 Acts 9:1-20
5/16/21 Acts 1:1-11
5/23/21 Acts 2:1-21
5/30/21 Jeremiah 29:11 (Graduation recognition Sunday)
**************************************************************************************

RED GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST

Orders are being taken in the office, by phone and/or
order form to decorate the sanctuary for Pentecost,
Sunday May 23rd. Deadline is May, 17th.

$5.00 ea.

Make checks out to WELCA
**************
Name:_______________________________________________________________
I wish to order ___________ Geraniums
Given in Memory of_________________________________________________
By____________________________________________________________________
Given in Honor of____________________________________________________
By____________________________________________________________________

May Lifeline

Scrip Cards area available for purchase
in the church office.
Every scrip purchase you make will
help the youth of St John.

March
Monthly
Income
Expense
Diff

2021
$ 23,810.88
-19,649.10
4,161.78

Year to Date

Income $ 50,287.11
Expense — 58,364.24
Diff
-8,077.13

Dylan Wesseling
Dana Elias
Savanna Grunzke
Jacob Kuhns
Jacob Lemmen,
Madyson Murphy
Darren Peterson
Matt Wantoch
Mathias Wilson

Please contact: Kari Priebe 507-5214723 or Pam Grunzke 612-910-7230,
Scrip Co Coordinators, or Julie at the
Church office 507-833-1703.
Applebee’s
Oscar’s
Cash Wise
Pizza Ranch
Domino’s Pizza
Subway
El Molino
Walmart
Yellow Mushroom
Hy-Vee
Kwik Trip
McDonald’s
Help our local stores and our church
youth at the same time!!

Noisy Offerings
First Sunday
of the month

April offering
$64.38

“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream”
(Amos 5:24).
The last 16 days have been a microcosm of the original sins of racism and white supremacy in the United States. This
has included the trial of Derek Chauvin in the killing of George Floyd; the extrajudicial killings of Daunte Wright in
Brooklyn Park, Minn., and Adam Toledo in Chicago; the lack of justice for Jacob Blake in Kenosha, Wis.; and the release
of the body cam video of the abuse of Lt. Caron Nazario in Norfolk, Va.
As an anti-racist church that condemns white supremacy, we acknowledge how these injustices are traumatizing
to Black, Indigenous and people of color (BIPOC) and call on God’s comforting love. We join in lament over the lost
lives of Daunte and Adam and in the cry for justice. We recognize that “rooted in slavery, racism is manifested through
the history of Jim Crow policies, racial segregation, the terror of lynching, extrajudicial killings by law enforcement, and
the disproportionate incarceration of people of color” (“Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent,” pg. 2).
As we await the verdict in the Chauvin trial, we pray for justice, we cry out as in Amos 5:24: “But let justice roll down
like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” We call for reforms to this and any institutionally racist system. We also encourage you to join Campaign Zero, a 10-point policy platform created by the #BlackLivesMatter movement to address and improve relationships between local law enforcement and the communities in which they serve,
at joincampaignzero.org and to learn more about ELCA resources at elca.org/blacklivesmatter.
The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly adopted a resolution condemning white supremacy. ELCA members can join
the efforts to end racism by participating in the ELCA Anti-Racism Pledge (https://elca.org/racialjusticepledge). We join
other Christians in condemning these injustices. Read more at nationalcouncilofchurches.us/topics/statements/.
In Christ,
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Coming in May:

Another chance to help those in need around the world!
Lutheran World Relief is in urgent need of personal care kits!
Therefore, we are asking for donations of new or gently used, dark colored, mid-size bath towels, new bath-size soap bars (individually wrapped),
sturdy, wide-tooth combs, nail clippers, and toothbrushes. The toothbrushes can
be either individually wrapped or in multi-packs.
We can also use help putting the kits together, which is planned for
Wednesday, May 12th, at 1:30 p.m. in Trinity Hall.
This will be a Thrivent Action Team event. If you have questions, please
contact Nadine Omans at 507-837-9099 (text or leave message)
or 507-833-1525 (parsonage)
There will be a basket in Trinity Hall for collecting the needed items.
Thank you for your help!!
St. John Women of the ELCA

NEW GIVEPLUS+
MOBILE!!!

Simple. Convenient. Secure
Creating a GivePlus+ account
provides additional convenience and security. Go to your
App Store or Google Play to
*GIVEPLUS+ Mobile App,
St John Lutheran Waseca
and get your FREE mobile
app now. Make your gift to
St. John Lutheran anytime,
anywhere with your phone.

Simply Giving®
Electronic Giving
is a convenient,
consistent way to help our
church grow.
Consider scheduling a recurring electronic
contribution. It’s easy! You will no longer
need to write out checks and prepare envelopes every week. Even when circumstances
prevent you from attending services, your
electronic contributions will continue to be
received on an uninterrupted basis. Your consistent support is vital to our church.

*eGiving (www.stjohnwaseca.org)
Technology Update
Simple. Convenient. Secure

New categories in your electronic
giving accounts:

*Neighborhood Food Shelf
*Technology Fund

St. John Lutheran has added a Electronic Giving
“Technology Update” choice to our website in
Giving. If you would like to make a monetary
gift you can go to the website and designate how
you would like this to come; 1 time, weekly, or
monthly.
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2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wed

Thursday

Friday

Sat

1

2 RSVP

9am Traditional
Worship/Noisy
offering

3

10 am Quilters

4

5

6

5:30 pm confirmation

7pm Men in
Mission BS-via
Zoom

11

12

5:30pm Ex. Council
6pm Council mtg

WELCA Thrivent
Personal Care
Kits-PM

7pm Commissions
mtg

5pm Video Voice

10:30am Video
Voice

9 RSVP

10

Happy Mother’s Day 10 am Quilters
9am Contemporary
10:30 am
Worship /Comm
Video Voice

5:30 confirmation

5 pm Video Voice

16 RSVP

9am Traditional w/

17

10 am Quilters

18

10:30 am
Video Voice

7pm Men in
Mission Mtg

23 RSVP

24

25

10 am Quilters

9am Pentecost/ Con- 10:30 am
Video Voice
temporary Worship
_____________
5pm Video Voice
1pm Huber Farm
_________________
9am Contemporary
Worship/Graduation
Recognition/BaptismSawyer Root

19
Lifeline
Info Due

5 pm Video Voice

30

8

13

14

15

20

21

22

28

29

3:30 Colony
Court Comm.
7pm
Men in Mission
BS-via Zoom

Synod
Assembly
mtg.

Last Day

Communion

Wear Red

7

31
Closed

7pm Men in
Mission Mtg

26

7pm Men in
Mission BS-via
Zoom

27

Communion Bread Baking:
Vickie Hill and Cindy Coy

Sunday May 2, 9:00 am
Traditional Worship
Ushers: Gyles & Carol Randall or
Craig & Cathy Johnson
Acolyte: Lexi Kanewischer
Reader: Marsha Bartz
Church Council: Koni Hudak
Videographer: Marcia & Dennis Bartz
Sunday, May 9, 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship
Ushers: Linda Sandborg, Janet Wichmann
Acolyte: Siri Kuhns
Communion Prep: Merril & Mary Schultz
Reader: Janet Wichmann
Church Council: Rhonda Behsmann
Videographer: Pam/Dominic Grunzke

Congratulations to our Graduates
of St. John Lutheran
We will be having a Graduation Reception
after church at 10am on Sunday, May
30th , in Trinity Hall and in Fellowship
Hall for our Graduates!
Josiah Behncke
Daniel Kuhns, Jr.

Lanesha Spies
Caylie Blowers

Sunday, May 16, 9:00am
Traditional Worship-Communion
Ushers: Steven & Jody Schroeder
Acolyte: Brody Overland
Communion Prep: Gyles & Carrol Randall
Reader: Sue Erdman
Church Council: Kyle Gallagher
Videographer: Dennis Sommers
Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship
WEAR RED
Ushers: Angela Barbknecht, Melvina Conrath
Acolyte: Solomon Wilson
Reader:
Church Council: Koni Hudak
Videographer: Gyles Randall

Sunday, May 30, 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship
Ushers: Kevin & Cindy Dickie
Acolyte: Riley Mitchell
Reader: Nadine Omans
Church Council: Mike Behsmann
Videographer: Merril Schultz

Red Geraniums
Orders are being
taken in the church
office to decorate the
sanctuary for
Pentecost Sunday,
May 23rd.
Deadline date
to honor or in
memory of a
loved one is
May 17th.
$5.00 each

May Lifeline

If you would like to adorn our altar with fresh flowers please call Debbie Bartelt
at 461-4874 or the church office at 833-1703 at least a week ahead of time. Two
vases of flowers can be purchased at $40 paid to WELCA. This may be brought
to the church office or put in the offering plate and labeled. Individuals whom belong to the church may have this donation listed on their financial statements.
You may request a color and/or flower preference. A written announcement can be put in the
weekly bulletin specifying if they are “in honor of ” or “in memory of”.
Anyone that wants to be included on our current Homebound Communion list
please call the church office at 833-1703. Pastor John and trained members of the
congregation make regular visits. You may also request a copy of the weekly
bulletin, announcements, and/ or prayer concerns to be sent to your residence. Remember we broadcast on the local television station Sundays at 5:00 pm and Mondays at 10:30
Complimentary bus tokens are available for St. John members riding the
bus to church. Call the church office at 833-1703. You must call DISPATCH
1-855-762-7821 before 3pm Saturday to schedule your pickup and drop-

Hospitalized or ILL?
Pastor John would like to visit you if you have any mental or physical health issues. Therefore
if you or a loved one is sick, or if you are in the hospital for a planned surgery or any other
reason do contact us! Call 833-1703

You can watch children’s sermons, and a video of Sunday morning worship service on YouTube. Simply go to www.youtube.com and put in the
search box, the St. John channel ID: UCgWSxRJnrt6pYe2nQJmgIdA.
You can go to stjohnwaseca.org and go to the YouTube site from here,
also.

Video voice of
St John
Each Sunday morning the
worship service at St. John is
videotaped and broadcast on
Media Comm Channel 8
Consolidated Comm 107
Sundays at 5:00 p.m. and
Mondays at 10:30 am.

The family of God
is born from above,
A special bond drawn
Together by love;
Knowing and caring,
Feeling and sharing,
Living together in
The family of God.

Lutheran World Relief
Looking for that special Coffee
or Tea for yourself or a GIFT?
We can just the brew for you!
“Fair Trade Coffee” or “Fair
Trade Tea” may be purchased
thru Sue Erdman.
Call 507-461-5108.

May Lifeline

Congregation
Fellowship
Activity
Everyone is welcome to come out
to the farm and enjoy the animals.
This is open to all ages!
May 23rd, 2021
11:00 am-4:00 pm
at the
Terry & Amanda Huber Farm
34073 150th St.
Waseca Mn

Thank you to everyone that helped
to make the Pancake breakfast
and our Sloppy Joe Technology
Fundraiser a success!
The Technology Fundraiser brought
in $858 meals and Men in Mission
Donated $500. This brought our
total to $1358!

Synod Assembly
Meeting on
Saturday, May 8th
Pastor John Omans
Nadine Omans
Will be attending this
years meeting.

NEW Announcement SCHEDULE
Information that you would like in
the weekly announcements will need
to be to Julie by
WEDNESDAYS 9:00AM

Technology UPGRADE
After much discussion
amongst the church council,
Pastor John, and many members of our congregation it has been voted
on to begin an upgrade to our technology/
video/internet systems. The project will
be broken down into 3 phases. The total
cost of the upgrade is estimated to cost
$25,000. The 1st phase of the project will
be to upgrade the infrastructure at a cost
of $9000 which includes updating our internet connection and replacing all the cabling and connections.

We will be doing various fund raising during the next 2-3 years to
support this project. The
first being the Sloppy Joe
Luncheon on April 11th. If
you would like to help out
with a monetary donation
please mark the memo line of your check
or an envelope with “technology upgrade,
and on your Give+Plus Mobile/Simply
eGiving accounts you will be able to designate where your donation dollars go
monthly or a one time giving.
This will improve the quality of our systems for many years to come. Questions
can be directed to any council member
and we will be providing you with periodic
updates with answers to your questions
and the progress being made.

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
401 3rd Avenue NE
Waseca MN 56093
Email: stjohn@hickorytech.net
Website: www.stjohnwaseca.org
Phone: 507-833-1703
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Council Members and Staff
Council President
Michael Behsmann 507-461-7490
Council Vice-President
Ann Ruedy 507-308-4779
Council Secretary
Koni Hudak 651-983-7342

Administrative Secretary
Julie Keane 507-833-1703
stjohn@hickorytech.net

Financial Secretary
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737

Youth Director:

Congregational Life
Dan Kuhns 507-461-2681

Senior Choir Director
Deb Wantoch-Yess 507-835-3498

Education Committee
Terry Huber 507-461-5424
Valerie Possehl

Assistant Choir Director
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706

Worship and Music
Sue Michaels 507-381-4299
Social Ministry and Outreach
Brian Knutson 507-420-6516
Council Members At Large
Dan Kuhns (2022)
Kyle Gallagher (2022)
Building and Grounds
Kyle Gallagher 507-461-3347

Pastor John Omans
Church office 507-833-1703 cell 507-201-1103
home 507-833-1525#
E-mail faith.worker@hotmail.comc

Organists
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737
Custodian
Bill Erdman 507-461-5108

E-mail : stjohn@hickorytech.net

WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.stjohnwaseca.org

