Sunday, May 15, 2022
Now the Feast and Celebration with Communion
GATHERING
Introduction
The risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will empower
them to be witnesses throughout the earth. We too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. Amid racial and economic divisions, the risen Christ is making all things new. In
the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Made one in baptism, we go forth to
live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family. Today
Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love.
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Gathering Hymn: (cranberry)

#641 All Are Welcome

Prayer of the Day
P

Lover of diversity, God of all souls, you teach us that without love our actions gain
nothing. Continue to empower us by your Holy Spirit to use the gifts you have given us, and
our very lives, to treasure and minister to the diversity of people who share this world with
us. We pray this through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C

Amen.

WE HEAR GOD'S WORD
First Reading: Acts 1:1-11
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread
out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts.
[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the
promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While
he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
R

The Word of God, word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading: Galatians 3:26-28

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people. Those who call themselves children of
God experience a transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor
of true unity in Christ.
26For

in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
R

The Word of God, word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

(please stand)

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

P

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 13:31.35
Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on
the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.
31When

he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to
the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
(Please be seated)
Children’s Message
Message:

The Gospel and race-crossing lines

Pastor John Omans

Message Song (cranberry) #716 Lord of All Nations, Grant me Grace
(Please Stand)
NICENE CREED pg. 104
The Prayers
P:

Lord, in your mercy

C:

Hear our prayer
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Peace
P

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C

And also with you.

P

We share Christ's peace with each other.

(please be seated)
Offering Invitation (spoken by Pastor)
THANKSGIVING
Stewardship Minute
Thank you for the gifts shared today – in your welcome toward one another, in communion
bread baked, in our communion table prepared, in our readers and ushers and acolytes and
council person and worship assistants, in our musicians and the singing voices of this church!
Thank you for gifts shared in the fellowship being planned today the Terry and Amanda Huber
Farm. Please join together following worship today for a time of celebration!
Offering Prayer
C

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make of them an
abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us again at this table for service in your name, in
the strength of the risen Christ. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Sing
Presider: The Lord be with you
Presider: Lift up your hearts.
Presider:

Congregation : And also with you.
Congregation:

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Congregation: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
P

It is our duty and delight…. We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus (cranberry) #191 Holy, Holy, Holy
Sing
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who comes in your name.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!
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Words of Institution

P:

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your glory.
We give you thanks for your promise and presence which have sustained the faithful
in this and every generation. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, born of Mary,
who in word and deed announced your gentle rule of justice, reconciliation and
peace.
On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat: this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering his command to
love one another, his life and death, his resurrection and ascension we pray for his
coming again, even as we cry: Amen! Come Lord, Jesus!
Sing
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P:

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and your
whole creation. Amen! Come, Holy Spirit!
Sing
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

P:

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend
Sing
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Spirit,
All glory and honor is yours, O God, now and forever. Amen.

P:

Make us bold, merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray.

The Lord’s Prayer pg. 112 (Our Father who art in heaven,)
Invitation to Communion
P
Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ.

Communion

(All baptized Christians are invited to come to the Lord's Table. All Children who haven't had instruction are invited to come for a blessing. They're asked to fold their hands. Children who are
receiving communion please extend your hands. Grape juice is available. Please say “grape juice” to
the server).
Gluten Free wafers are available upon request.
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Hymns During Communion

Hymns (cranberry)
Hymns (cranberry)
Hymns (cranberry)

Lamb of God

#465 As the Grains of Wheat
#496 One Bread, One Body
#494 For the Bread Which You Have Broken

Prayer after Communion
P

Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and through this meal you have opened
us to your presence. Now send us forth to share your risen presence with all the world, in
our words and in our deeds; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C

Amen.

Blessing
P

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life and fill you with
hope. And may Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

C

Amen.

(Please stand)

Sending Hymn (cranberry)

#654 The Church's One Foundation

Sending
P

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God!

Postlude
5

Leaders in the Service
Pastor: John Omans
Acolyte: Kaden Garza
Ushers: Jody & Terri Wilker
Reader: Sue Erdman
Organist: Al Tonn
Cantor: Mike Harvey
Communion Prep: Polly Dill, Amy LeCocq
Communion Bread Makers: Ardean Klampe
Council Person: Kyle Gallagher
Videographer: Dennis Sommers
Facebook Live: Curt Yess

Thank you to all these members of St. John for offering their time and talents
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