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Church Office Hours                   
Monday — Thurs.   

7:30 am —11:30 am     
12:30 pm— 4:30 pm 

Fridays Closed  

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
 
Our annual meeting for our 

congregation is scheduled for   

Sunday, January 30th, 2022, at 

10:30am in Trinity Hall. In  

November, we displayed card-

board cutouts of monitor 

screens in the church and              

discussed a proposal to utilize 

this technology. We will discuss 

this proposal at our annual 

meeting. Your input is                

requested!  

          Please plan to attend. 

Thank you! 
Nadine and I would like to 

thank the congregation of St. 
John and members 

for the inspiring Christmas 
cards and kind gifts! You 

added much Joy and  
gratitude to our                       

Christmas celebration.                             
Thank you! 

Waseca Ministerial              
Soup Luncheon 

 
Host: St. John Lutheran 

Date: January 19th 
Time: 12-1:00 pm 

 
Free Will Donation 



St John Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Mission Statement  

St. John is a Christian family of  disciples alive in a Scripture-
based, Spirit-led mission of  ministry, worship and play.     
Disciples at St. John  Evangelical Lutheran Church are      

expected to pray often, worship regularly, learn from the 
Scriptures, participate in the serving groups if  physically 

able, offer their time and talent as the spirit calls them, and 
regularly contribute monetarily to support the mission and 

ministry of  the church. 

 Photograph by Curt Yess 

  
“Simeon took him [Jesus] in his arms and praised God, saying: ‘Lord, now you let your 
servant go in peace; your word has been fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; a light to reveal you to the nations 
and the glory of your people Israel.’” (Luke 1:28-32) 
 
    What’s in your “Song of Simeon”? Is there something you’ve always longed for, which, 
if you were to get it, you would be moved to sing a song of praise to God? Back when we 
had the green hymnal, many Lutherans sang these words from the Bible [above in italics] as 
a song after communion. Maybe you did that here, in this church, as well. Does your experi-
ence of receiving communion lead you to a song of praise like Simeon’s?  

    These are the words of a man who has been living for one reason: to see his people relieved of their troubles.  He 
has been looking forward, his whole life, to the fulfillment of the promise God spoke through the Old Testament 
prophets, to send a Messiah or Christ. And then, he sees Jesus. And he sings! At least, his words are so poetic we 
have assumed that he sang them.  It only says, “Simeon took Jesus in his arms and praised God.” This man’s entire 
life had been one long season of waiting.  And then Simeon sees the baby Jesus, and now he says his life is fulfilled. 
He knows now that the Christ, the savior promised by God has come into the world, and now he can die in peace. 
    To help you see what the Song of Simeon means, it will help if you allow me to make a small confession. When I 
was a young man, I got my very first car. It was used – a 1970 Plymouth Fury – but my name was on the title…It 
was all mine. And I said to more than one person, “I’m free! I’m all set! This is what I’ve been waiting so long for! 
My life is fulfilled! This is all I’ve really wanted! This is all I need!” If I had known this song of Simeon, I could 
have sung it when I got that car: “Lord, now you can let your servant depart in peace…for my eyes have seen your 
salvation.” It wasn’t true, of course. Life was different in some ways – freedom to go places, a car to take a girl on a 
date. But life, in the deepest sense was fundamentally unchanged. Getting a car didn’t forgive my sins or give me 
eternal life. It didn’t make me more patient, or kind, or loving or generous. It didn’t increase my self-discipline. It 
didn’t bring me closer to God. 
    We look forward with longing to many good things in life, and we are happy when we receive them. But if we 
think that any of those wishes will fundamentally change our lives, we may be in for a disappointment. But what 
Simeon is singing about, is just that—something which fundamentally changes life. There are many ways to speak 
about it.  You could say this, for example: What changes for us is the way we relate to time. The future, no matter 
where we are on life’s timeline, can threaten us.  We can be overcome by fear. We don’t know what evil might 
strike. We’re not sure if we will have the strength to sustain us in the difficulties we may face. And it’s not just the 
future.  The past can also haunt us. Guilt and shame over things we cannot undo.  Anger about things others have 
done to us; powerful, unpleasant memories.   
    Jesus comes as good news to a world of people haunted by the past and threatened by the future. Jesus comes to 
free us from our sin so we can live without being consumed by guilt and fear, but instead can live for God in faith, 
in hope, in love. Jesus comes to open a way into life with God, life as an eternal partnership with our merciful Fa-
ther in heaven, who loves us, who forgives us, who aids and comforts us amid our struggles.  
    That does fundamentally change our life.  It does not eliminate our challenges and struggles. Those remain. But 
we enter into fellowship with God as his children, with Jesus is our brother, our keeper, our Savior – and with the 
certain promise that he will be with us always. We can say with confidence: “I am a child of God and an heir of eter-
nal life, so, from now on, no matter what, even in the worst of times, my future is full of hope and promise.” 
    So, let the Song of Simeon be your Song. Let us rejoice like Simeon, in a baby who turned out to be our Savior, 
the savior of the world, bringing freedom and peace and joy to us and to a world in need.  
    Peace, 
    Pastor John Omans 



  

Unexpected Generosity 
At our 2021 Nativity Drive-through event, we had a tremen-
dous response of volunteer helpers, participants, and dona-
tions. Official numbers will be shared when we have them. 
Over $2,000 was raised for the Waseca Neighborhood Service 
Center Food Shelf. Over 1,000 people drove through in their 
cars. And St. John had over 50 volunteers helping at the 
event. Thank-you, thank-you, thank you! 

    One story from the event that touched me (I’m sure there are many stories!) was of a 4
-year-old who brought a plastic jug filled with coins. She said that she had been saving 
since last year’s Christmas Drive-Through event and wanted to donate to the Food Shelf. 
When we counted the coins in the plastic jug it was over $60! 
    I was personally moved by this and donated $60 to match her donation. 
    Could we think of this donation from a 4-year old child as a challenge to us all? My 
heart is thankful that St. John has been able to provide a temporary location for the Food 
Shelf in our church building. My heart is thankful for the many, many people who are fed 
through this vital, necessary ministry in our community. My heart is thankful that St. 
John can support the food shelf. 
    Thank you for your donations! You make a difference!  
 

Nativity Drive-Through post event celebration 
All who volunteered are invited to a potluck post event celebration on Sunday, January 
9th 
5-5:30 start time. (At St. Paul’s Lutheran) 
Try to follow this delegation of food the best you can so we have a variety.  
•  Hot Dish-     Last Name A-H 
•  Salad –        Last Name I-P 
•  Dessert-       Last Name Q-W 
•  Bread-Buns Last Name X-Z 
Beverages provided. 
*********************************************************************************** 

BIBLE READINGS FOR UPCOMING SUNDAYS 
Sunday Series – Encounters with Jesus 
Hearing the stories of Jesus’ encounters with people in his ministry in the  
Bible we consider, ‘how does Jesus encounter us?’ 
1/02/22 John 1:1-18 
1/09/22 John 1:29-42 
1/16/22 John 1:35-51 
1/23/22 John 3:1-17 
1/30/22 John 4:5-26, 39-42  
    You are invited to join in worship each week. Let’s grow together  

 
 

HAND OF GOD—This symbolizes God the Father, as well as his ownership and 
care of all creation. During the Christian church’s first 800 years, the hand was 
about the only symbol used for God. Many Bible verses speak of God’s loving, 
protective hand (Psalm 138:7; Ecclesiastes 2:24; 1 Peter 5:6). In heaven, Jesus sits 
at God’s right hand (Mark 16:19).  



Dylan Wesseling 
Dana  Elias 
Savanna Grunzke  
Jacob Lemmen,                                                                                    
Madyson Murphy                              
Darren Peterson 
Matt Wantoch 
Mathias Wilson    
Kennedy Hodgkins      
  

January Lifeline 

 
 

         
 
 
 

Scrip Cards area available for                   
purchase in the church office.  

Every scrip  purchase you make will 
help the youth of St John.  

 
Please contact: Kari Priebe 507-521-
4723 or Pam Grunzke 612-910-7230, 
Scrip Co Coordinators, or Julie at the 
Church office 507-833-1703.   
 Applebee’s  Oscar’s 
Cash Wise  Pizza Ranch 
Domino’s Pizza Subway 
El Molino  Walmart  
Yellow Mushroom Hy-Vee 
Kwik Trip  McDonald’s 
 
Help our local stores and our church 
youth at the  same time!! 

If you would like to adorn our altar with fresh flowers please call 
Debbie Bartelt at 461-4874 or the church office at 833-1703 at least a 
week ahead of time.  Two vases of flowers can be purchased at $40 
paid to WELCA. This may be brought to the church office or put in 
the offering plate and labeled. Individuals whom belong to the church 
may have this donation listed on their financial statements. You may 
request a color and/or flower preference.  A written announcement 
can be put in the weekly bulletin specifying if they are “in honor of ” 
  or “in   memory of”. 

November      2021 

Monthly 

Income     $ 21,489.60 
Expense      -21,839.89 
   Diff                -350.29 
 
Year to Date 
Income      $206,159.08 
Expense —  -204,173.82 
  Diff                  1,985.26 
 

MEMBERSHIP                      

DIRECTORY 

 

We are coming to a close of updating our church 

membership directory. Please contact Julie in the 

office 507-833-1703 to fill her in with you and your 

children’s new addresses/phone numbers during the 

last 8-10 years. This includes phone numbers as            

everyone has a cell phone now it seems.  

We would like to be able to keep you informed as to 

what the church is doing for 2022! 

Undecorating                    
the Church 

 
Come help to take down 

the Christmas decorations 
and the tree.                           

Confirmation group                 
welcome. 

 
9:30am 

Saturday, Jan. 8th 
 

Strong bodies needed! 
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Noisy Offerings 
First Sunday of                 

the month  
December 2021 offering 

 
$91.35 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU ARE INVITED ...to the  
Women of the ELCA Monthly    

Bible Study! 
 

www.gathermagazine.org/
category/bible-studies/ 

 
Mary Bible Study 

Tues. Jan 10th, 1:30pm 
Leader: Jean Miller 

 
Ruth Circle 

Monday Jan. 18th, 7:00pm 
Leader: Linda Sandborg 
Hostess: Nadine Omans 

We want to THANK everyone who                  
participated in our Children’s Christmas 

Program this year. We can’t begin to name 
all the names so we just want to THANK 

all of you so much! Everyone did a                 
Great Job! 

Happy New Year to ALL! 
Love from your Sunday School Staff,              

Terry & Val 

NEW VANCO MOBILE APP   
has replaced GIVE+  

as of January 31, 2022 
 

You Can Choose Where Your Gift Goes 
We know our members passionately about 

supporting many causes. Our  church uses do-
nations to fund everything from mission trips 
to building maintenance. When you make a  
gift using our eGiving tools, you can direct 
the funds toward the cause you wish to sup-

port at our church. 

Thank you to all that 
helped at the Drive  
Thru.  We had won-
derful volunteers and 
animal caretakers that 

night. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wed Thursday Friday Sat 

       

 
  

  
 

  

   
  

  

1 
 NEW YEARS 
DAY 

2 
9am Traditional       
Worship/Noisy offering 
10:15am Pancake 
Breakfast-Men in Mis-
sion 
5pm Video Voice   

3 
 NO Quilters 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 

  

4   
  
 

5 
 
5:30                           
Confirmation 

6 
7:00pm  
Men in Mission 
BS-via Zoom 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9  
9am Contemp. Wrshp -
comm/ 3rd & 4th Gr. 
Bible Recg. 
10:15am Coffee Hour 
 
 

  5 pm Video Voice  
5 pm Nativity worker 
Potluck-St. Pauls 

 

10 
 
10 am Quilters 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 
1:30 Mary Bible 
Study-TH 

 
  

11 
 

 
6:00pm Commis-
sion Mtg 
6:30 pm Council 
mtg 

 
 

12 
 
 
 
5:30                           
Confirmation 

13 
   
 2:00pm 

Lakeshore Com-
munion 
3:30pm Colony Ct 
  
 7:00pm Men in 
Mission BS-via 
Zoom 

14 
 
Annual Mtg 
reports Due 

15 
 

16 
 
9am Traditional       
Worship/communion 
 
10:15am Coffee Hour 
 
5pm Video Voice   

17 
 
10am Quilters  

 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 
  

 

18 
 
Lifeline 
Info Due 

 
 
7pm                 
Ruth’s  Bible 
Study-TH 

 

19 
 
11:30? St. John 
Hosting Ministe-
rial Soup Lunch 
 
5:30                           
Confirmation 

20 
 
 
7:00pm Men in 
Mission BS-via 
Zoom 

21 
 
 

22 
 
12-5pm      
Eugene 
Kuhns B’day-
TH-rental 

23  
9am Contemp. Wor-
ship/Fritz Conway 
Baptism 
10:15am Coffee Hour 
5pm Video Voice 
_________________ 

30 9am Contemp. 

Worship 
9:20am Sunday School 
10:30am Annual Mtg 

24 
10am Quilters 

 
10:30 am  
Video Voice 
______________

31 

25 
 
 Men in Mission 
Mtg 

26 
 
                          
NO Confirm 

27 
 
7:00pm Men in 
Mission BS-via 
Zoom 

28 29 

2022 2022 



 

Biblical resolutions 
Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians                
5:17-18) 
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 
6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 
15:58) 
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-

January Lifeline 

Communion Bread Baking:  
Don & Linda Wesseling 

 
 
 

Sunday, January 2, 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship-Communion 

 
Ushers: Valerie Possehl, Kimberly DeMarce 

Acolyte: Kaden Elias 
Reader: Kim DeMarce 

Church Council: Ann Ruedy 
Videographer:  Gyles Randall 

Facebook Live: Curt Yess 
 
 

Sunday, January 9, 9:00 am 
Contemporary Worship 

Ushers:  Russell Tesch, Brian Tesch 
Communion Prep: Gyles & Carol Randall 

Acolyte:  Jenna Hudak 
Reader:  Russel Tesch 

Church Council: Mike Behsmann 
Videographer: Pam/Dominic Grunzke 

Facebook Live: Curt Yess 
 
 

Sunday, January 16, 9:00 am 
Traditional Worship 

Ushers:  Mary Meyman, Sue Michaels 
Communion Prep: Craig & Cathryn Johnson 

Acolyte:  Kaden Garza 
Reader: Rodney Born 

Church Council: Rhonda Behsmann 
Videographer: Merril Schultz 

Facebook Live: Curt Yess 
 
 

Sunday, January 23, 9:00 am 
Contemporary Worship 

Ushers:  Dennis Sommers, Mark Sommers 
Acolyte:  Mia Mitchell 

Reader: Dennis Sommers 
Church Council: Kyle Gallagher 

Videographer: Gyles Randall 
Facebook Live: Curt Yess 

 
 

Sunday, January 30, 9:00 am 
Contemporary Worship 

Ushers:  Merril & Mary Schultz 
Acolyte:  Riley Mitchell 
Reader: Pam Grunzke 

Church Council: Terry Huber 
Videographer:  Dennis Sommers 

Facebook Live: Curt Yess 
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Complimentary bus tokens are available for St. John members and guests 
riding the bus to church. Call the church office at 833-1703 to get your to-
kens. You must call DISPATCH to arrange a pick up for yourself. 
   1-855-762-7821 before 3pm Saturday to schedule your pickup and drop-off. 

Anyone that wants to be  included on our current Homebound Communion list 
please call the church office at  833-1703.  Pastor John and trained members of 
the congregation make regular visits.  You may also request a copy of the 
weekly  bulletin, announcements, and/ or prayer concerns to be sent to 
your residence.  Remember we  broadcast on the local television station Sun-

days at 5:00 pm and Mondays at 10:30 am .     

Hospitalized or Ill? 
Pastor John would like to visit you if you have any mental or physical health 
issues. Therefore if you or a loved one is sick, or if  you are in the hospital for a 
planned surgery or any other  reason do contact us! Call  833-1703                    

Video voice of St John 

Each Sunday morning the worship service at St. John is videotaped and broadcast on                

Media Comm Channel 8 Consolidated Comm 107                                                                                  

Sundays at 5:00 p.m. and Mondays at 10:30 am. 

LSS Leadership is planning on reviewing service delivery in 2022. At that time they 
will weigh pros and cons of opening up to in  person sessions, and we will hopefully 
obtain more clear feedback on what to expect for the future!  

We wanted to provide our scheduling line again, in the event members of the       
church were wanting to start services via telehealth:                                                             
Jackie Wood, MHP 612-879-5320 to schedule an                                                          

appointment or www.lssmn.org 

Video of Sunday morning worship service on YouTube. Simply go to 
www.youtube.com and put in the search box, the St. John channel ID: 
UCgWSxRJnrt6pYe2nQJmgIdA. 
You can go to stjohnwaseca.org and go to the YouTube site from here, also. 

“One resolution we 
should and try      

always to keep, is 
this: to rise above 
the little things.”  

Lutheran World Relief 

 
Looking for that special Coffee or 

Tea for yourself or a GIFT?  We 
have  just the brew for you!  “Fair 
Trade Coffee” or “Fair  Trade Tea” 

may be purchased thru                          
Sue Erdman.                                                              

Call 507-461-5108. 

http://www.youtube.com


 

    Council Members and Staff  
 
Council President  
 Michael Behsmann 507-461-7490 
   
Council Vice-President   
Ann Ruedy 507-308-4779 
       
Council Secretary          
Koni Hudak  651-983-7342 
  
Financial Secretary    
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737  
    
Congregational Life 
OPEN 
                     
Education Committee   
Terry Huber  507-461-5424 
Valerie Possehl  507-461-9677 
 
Worship and Music 
Sue Michaels   507-381-4299 
   
Social Ministry and Outreach 
Rhonda Behsmann 507-461-7490 
Nadine Omans  507-837-9099 
 
Council Members At Large  
Kyle Gallagher (2022) 
 
Building and Grounds  
Kyle Gallagher 507-461-3347 
     
 
     
 

 WEBSITE ADDRESS:  www.stjohnwaseca.org 

 
 

 

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church 

401 3rd Avenue NE 

Waseca MN  56093 

Email: stjohn@hickorytech.net 

Website: www.stjohnwaseca.org 

Phone:  507-833-1703 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
Pastor John Omans     
Church office  507-833-1703   cell  507-201-1103 
home 507-833-1525#  
E-mail  faith.worker@hotmail.com 
 
Administrative Secretary 
Julie Keane 507-833-1703   
stjohn@hickorytech.net 
 
Youth Director:  
OPEN 
 
Senior Choir Director   
Deb Wantoch-Yess 507-835-3498 
 
Assistant Choir Director 
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706 
 
Organists 
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706 
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737   
  
Custodian 
Bill Erdman 507-461-5108 
  
  

 
E-mail : stjohn@hickorytech.net  
 


