January 2021
Firmly Rooted in God’s Word

S T. J O H N E V.
L U T H E R A N C H U RC H
ELCA
401 3rd Ave NE
Waseca MN
507-833-1703
Church Office Hours

Monday — Thurs.
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“

Thank you for your generosity in
giving to the Men in Mission
Thrivent Action Team Project for
Bethlehem Inn in Waseca. Along
with the in-kind donations from
the needs/wish list, gifts totaling
$540 were given. Blessings
to all for shinning the light of
Christ to our neighbors in need!
St. John Lutheran Men in Mission

Men in Mission
Bill Erdman, Russell & Marie
Tesch, Jody Wilker, Wayne
Hanson, helped get the goodies
to Bethlehem Inn.

BETHLEHEM INN
HOME FOR WOMEN & CHILDREN

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mission Statement
St. John is a Christian family of disciples alive in a Scripturebased, Spirit-led mission of ministry, worship and play.
Disciples at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church are
expected to pray often, worship regularly, learn from the
Scriptures, participate in the serving groups if physically
able, offer their time and talent as the spirit calls them, and
regularly contribute monetarily to support the mission and
ministry of the church.
Photograph by Curt Yess
Beloved in Christ,
The baptism of Jesus is always the story that follows the end of our Christmas season. Christmas ends on January 6, and so we will hear the story of
Jesus’ baptism on Sunday, January 10th. Let’s remember our baptism.
In baptism, God did something for us.
One of the important verses in the Bible telling us about our baptism, is
found in Titus 3:4-5, “But when the goodness and loving kindness of God
our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.”
In baptism, God did something for us. He made a commitment to each of
us. He promised to take us for his very own. When we are feeling down in
the dumps, depressed, upset with the way life is turning out, afraid because the road ahead looks
hard and uncertain, our baptism reminds us that our heavenly Father has made a commitment to
us, that he will always be there in the middle of whatever it is that is troubling us to help, support,
and comfort us.
In baptism, we are forever linked to the cross and resurrection of our Lord Jesus.
The verses from Romans 6:3-5, tell us this: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried with him by
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we
will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”
We read those words at funeral services, because of the promise of forgiveness and resurrection
that is promised in those words, for all the baptized. Jesus died for us. Jesus rose for us. When we
feel and sense of failure and an awareness of our sin, our baptism reminds us that Jesus forgives
us. It’s all been paid for! There is now nothing standing between us and eternal life in heaven.
And those verses from Romans, also tell us something very important about the
significance of our baptism for this life – here, and now.
When are baptized into Jesus, baptized into his death and resurrection with all its benefits and
responsibilities, we are also baptized into Jesus mission. This is part of the “newness of life” in
which we walk, as mentioned in those verse from Romans. Baptism marks the beginning of Jesus’
ministry here on earth, and for us our baptism marks the beginning of our life’s purpose to participate in Jesus’ mission here on earth.
And so, I’d like to thank every volunteer in this church, all who participate in this mission. You
are a congregation with many gifts, and it is a blessing to be your pastor. I am continually blown
away by your compassion, generosity and willingness to serve. I can only hope that I have inspired
all of you as much as you have inspired me.
In this new year, remember your baptism. You are a child of God, you have an inheritance in
God’s eternal kingdom, and you are called to partner in his mission in the world. Thanks be to
God!
Peace – Pastor John Omans

Dear people of St. John Lutheran Church,
In our songs that we sing in our worship together, we have many that talk about “Grace.”
Here are just a few:
“Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now
am found; was blind but now I see.”
“Only by grace can we enter, only be grace can we stand; not by our human endeavor, but
by the blood of the lamb.”
“Lord of all nations, grant me grace to love all people, every race; and in each person may I
see my kindred, loved, redeemed by thee.”
“God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power…Grant us wisdom, grant
courage for the living of these days, for the living of these day.”
And that’s just a sampling. There are about 180 songs in our hymnals that contain the word
“Grace.” And, even more, the Bible uses this word about 150 times! Grace is important to an
understanding of our faith in our triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Grace is something that God gives to us – his mercy and forgiveness, peace and love, life and
breath, a mind to think, hands to serve, a heart to love.
And we are simply called to live in response to that amazing Grace.
As we prepare for a new year, thank God for his Grace!
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor John Omans

BIBLE READINGS FOR UPCOMING SUNDAYS
Sunday Series – Jesus begins his ministry
1/03/21 Luke 2:41-52
1/10/21 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
1/17/21 Luke 4:14-30
1/24/21 Luke 4:38 – 5:11
1/31/21 Luke 6:1-16
You are invited to join in worship each week. Let’s grow together!
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November
Monthly
Income
Expense
Diff

2020

$ 20,629.62
19,435.44
1,194.18

Year to Date

Income $ 183,902.84
Expense — -216,389.17
Diff
- 32,486.33
St. John received forgiveness on a $26,000
loan through the Federal
Payroll Protection Act”

Dylan Wesseling
Dana Elias
Savanna Grunzke
Jacob Kuhns
Jacob Lemmen,
Madyson Murphy
Darren Peterson
Matt Wantoch

Come and make some noise!!

Noisy Offerings

First Sunday of the month you can
drop your Noisy Offering in the
milk can!!

Scrip Cards area available for purchase
in the church office.
Every scrip purchase you make will
help the youth of St John.
Please contact: Kari Priebe 507-521-4723
or Pam Grunzke 612-910-7230, Scrip CoCoordinators, or Julie at the Church office
507-833-1703.

Applebee’s
Cash Wise
Domino’s
Subway
El Molino
Yellow Mushroom

Oscar’s
Kwik Trip
Pizza Ranch
McDonald’s
Walmart
Hy-Vee

Help our local stores and our
church youth at the same time!!

Video voice of St John
Each Sunday morning the worship
service at St. John is videotaped and
broadcast on Media Comm Channel 8
Consolidated Comm 107
Sundays at 5:00 p.m. and
Mondays at 10:30 am.

Simply Giving®
Electronic Giving is a
convenient,
consistent way to help our
church grow.
Consider scheduling a recurring electronic contribution. It’s easy! You will no longer need to
write out checks and prepare envelopes every
week. Even when circumstances prevent you
from attending services, your electronic contributions will continue to be received on an uninterrupted basis. Your consistent support is vital
to our church.
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Live Nativity—St. John & St. Paul
There was a wonderful turn out and a
beautiful night had by all at St. Paul &
St. John. There were est. 1,000 people
that went thru and some twice! 50 volunteers from St. John and 130 volunteers from St. Paul's help put this wonderful event on. The community is hoping for a repeat next year!
1,138 lbs. of food collected
$3,404 for the Food Shelf.

PICK UP YOUR
Church Giving
Envelopes
Please stop in and
pick up your Giving
Envelopes in Trinity
Hall. We will NOT
be mailing these out
this year due to the
cost.
Trinity Hall hours
Mon-Thurs:
7:30-4:30
Fri: 7:30-4:30
Sun: 9-10am

Thank you for your Thank offerings.
To date, $448.00 has been given in gratitude for God’s blessings and in support
to Women of the ELCA Ministries.
Along with collecting your offerings
there was a space for sharing what the
people of St. John Lutheran are thankful for; . . . . . . . . . and you said, “in
thanks for my family and their health,
great-grandchildren, St. John’s church
family, women mentors, Front-line
Workers of COVID-19, and life in the
USA.”
There is still opportunity to participate,
if you wish, by giving your Thank offerings designated to WELCA through the
month of December. This Advent Season, may Jesus be born in our hearts,
and in hearts everywhere.
Marie Tesch, WELCA Treasurer
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2021
Sunday

3RSVP

9am Traditional
Worship/Noisy
offering

Monday

4

No Quilters

9am Contemporary
Worship /Comm
TBA

9am Traditional

Communion TBA
5 pm Video Voice

24 RSVP

9am Contemporary
Worship
5pm Video Voice

No Quilters

7pm Commissions Mtg

11

No Quilters

10:30 am
Video Voice

5 pm Video Voice

17 RSVP

5

10:30am Video
Voice

5pm Video Voice

10 RSVP

Tuesday

18

NO Quilters

10:30 am
Video Voice

25
NO Quilters

12

Wed

6
5:30
Confirmation

13

No Quilters
5:30pm Ex. Council
6pm Council mtg

5:30
Confirmation

Thursday

2

8

9

14

15

16

22

23

29

30

7
7pm Men in
Mission BS-via
Zoom

3:30 Colony Crt
Communion
7pm
Men in Mission
BS-via Zoom

20

21

Lifeline
Info Due

5:30

Confirmation

7pm Men in
Mission BS-via
Zoom

26

27

28

5:30
Confirmation

7pm Men in
Mission BS-via
Zoom

NO Quilters

_______________

31 RSVP

9am Contemporary
worship

10:30 Annual Mtg

10:30 am
Video Voice

7 pm Men in
Mission Mtg.

Sat

1

19

NO Quilters

Friday

9am
Undecorate
Church

Communion Bread Baking:
Sunday, January 3, 9:00 am
Traditional Worship-Noisy Offering
Ushers: Scott & Shannon Hedberg
Reader: Shannon Hedberg
Acolyte: McKayla Baumgarten
Church Council:
Videographer: Pam & Dominic Grunzke
Sunday, January 10, 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship-Communion TBA
Ushers: Larry Huber, Travis Huber
Communion Prep: Gyles & Carol Randall
Reader: LuAnne Huber
Acolyte: Kendall Bowers
Church Council: Dan Kuhns
Videographer: Pam & Dominic Grunzke
Sunday, January 17, 9:00 am
Traditional Worship –Communion TBA
Ushers: Rodney & Lori Born
Communion Prep: Pauline Dill, Amy LeCocq
Reader: Rodney Born
Acolyte: Alexis Brinkman
Church Council:
Videographer: Dennis Sommers
Sunday, January 24, 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship Ushers: Kim Elias, Kaden Elias,
Gyles & Carol Randall
Reader: Dennis Sommers
Acolyte: Lexi Kanewischer
Church Council:
Videographer: Merril Schultz
Sunday, January 31, 9:00am.
Contemporary Worship
Ushers: Steve & Jody Schroeder
Reader: Brenda Langerud
Acolyte: Siri Kuhns
Church Council:
Videographer: Gyles Randall

TO OUR
SUNDAY SCHOOL
FAMILIES!!
Starting Sunday, Jan.
19th we will be learning stories about
Jesus’ life! Exciting!
We will be using the “Spark Story Bible”
lessons, with family activities to do.
I will have your weekly packets ready
for you to pick-up on Sundays, in Trinity
Hall entryway, as before.
Please call the church office if your family would like to participate at 8331703.
Thank you!
Pastor John, & Val Possehl
Children’s Education

Quilter News
Because of the pandemic, quilting
came to an abrupt halt the middle
of November causing us to cancel
our Christmas party and the last
three weeks of quilting. We are
looking forward to the time in 2021
when we can safely resume our
schedule. We average ten or more
quilts a week and the problem we
are going to have is there are only
30 finished quilt tops on our
shelves sewn from the kits. Our last
project for this year was putting
together 205 kits to sew. We are
asking anyone who is willing to
help us sew pick up the kits in Trinity Hall. We would appreciate any
help we can get with this project.
Thank you for your continued support of our mission.
St. John Quilters
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If you would like to adorn our altar with fresh flowers please call Debbie Bartelt at
461-4874 or the church office at 833-1703 at least a week ahead of time. Two vases of flowers can be purchased at $40 paid to WELCA. This may be brought to the
church office or put in the offering plate and labeled. Individuals whom belong to
the church may have this donation listed on their financial statements. You may request a color and/or flower preference. A written announcement can be put in the weekly bulletin specifying if they are “in honor of ” or “in memory of”.
Anyone that wants to be included on our current Homebound Communion list
please call the church office at 833-1703. Pastor John and trained members of the
congregation make regular visits. You may also request a copy of the weekly
bulletin, announcements, and/ or prayer concerns to be sent to your residence. Remember we broadcast on the local television station Sundays at 5:00 pm and Mondays at 10:30
Complimentary bus tokens are available for St. John members riding the
bus to church. Call the church office at 833-1703. You must call DISPATCH
1-855-762-7821 before 3pm Saturday to schedule your pickup and drop-

Hospitalized or ILL?
Pastor John would like to visit you if you have any mental or physical health issues. Therefore
if you or a loved one is sick, or if you are in the hospital for a planned surgery or any other
reason do contact us! Call 833-1703

You can watch children’s sermons, and a video of Sunday morning worship service on YouTube. Simply go to www.youtube.com and put in the
search box, the St. John channel ID: UCgWSxRJnrt6pYe2nQJmgIdA.
You can go to stjohnwaseca.org and go to the YouTube site from here,
also.

Lutheran World Relief
Looking for that special Coffee or
Tea for a GIFT? We can help you
with that!
“Fair Trade Coffee” or “Fair
Trade Tea” may be purchased
thru Sue Erdman.
Call 507-461-5108.
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Art and Nancy Sorgatz

Donavon “Don” Dickie

PICTURE

UNAVAILABLE

Lexi Knott
Matt Anderson

PICTURE
UNAVAILABLE

Harlan Bauman

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
401 3rd Avenue NE
Waseca MN 56093
Email: stjohn@hickorytech.net
Website: www.stjohnwaseca.org
Phone: 507-833-1703
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Council Members and Staff
Council President
Michael Schlueter 507-304-3530
Council Vice-President
Michael Behsmann 507-461-7490

Pastor John Omans
Church office 507-833-1703 cell 507-201-1103
home 507-833-1525#
E-mail faith.worker@hotmail.comc

Council Secretary
Nancy Hansen, 507-837-9115

Administrative Secretary
Julie Keane 507-833-1703

Financial Secretary
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737

Director: Cross+Gen Ministries

Congregational Life
Dan Kuhns 507-461-2681

Senior Choir Director
Deb Wantoch-Yess 507-835-3498

Education Committee
Valerie Possehl 507-461-9677

Assistant Choir Director
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706

Worship and Music
Merril Schultz 507-461-7240

Organists
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737

Social Ministry and Outreach
Ann Ruedy 507-308-4779
Council Members At Large
Gary Conrath 507-521-2663
Building and Grounds
Kyle Gallagher 507-461-3347

Custodian
Bill Erdman 507-461-5108

E-mail : stjohn@hickorytech.net
Facebook: St John Lutheran Church ELCA

WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.stjohnwaseca.org

