Sunday, January 17, 2021
2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Now the Feast and Celebration with Communion
GATHERING
Introduction

Jesus said, "I have come to proclaim the year of God's favor." Why, that may be the most difficult
task of all. Imagine it: announcing all people are valued by God - not because of what they do, not
because of where they live, not because of how much they earn, and not because of the level of their
religious activity - they are valued because God is delighted with them. That may be the most difficult
announcement a prophet ever makes. Who is going to believe it? The people to whom we are sent are
more accustomed to measuring themselves by the world's yardstick and earning their own way. Jesus comes to people who don't ever feel like they measure up, and he announces to them the unrestricted acceptance of God. A lot of people cannot perceive the breadth of such mercy.
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Ministry Moment

Shirley Raetz

(Please Stand)

Gathering Hymn: (cranberry) #532 Gather Us In
1. Here is this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness vanished away; see in this
space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day.
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; call to us now, and we
shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name.
2.

We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, we are the old who yearn for your face; we have been
sung throughout all of hist’ry, called to be light to the whole human race.

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong; give us a heart,
so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song.
3.

Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the bread of new birth, here you
shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth.
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you; nourish us well,
and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
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4. Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away here in this place
the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day.
Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; gather us in,
all peoples together, fire ..of love in our flesh and our bone.
Prayer of the Day
P:

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings
and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow
you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen
#167 Now the Feast and Celebration
~Refrain~
Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy to the God of life and love
and freedom; praise and glory forever more.
1. Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has freed
and united us to be one great people of God.
~Refrain~
2. Power and riches, wisdom and might, all honor and glory to Christ forever.
~Refrain~
3. For God has come too dwell with us, to make us people of God; to make all things new.
~Refrain~
(Please be seated)

WE HEAR GOD'S WORD
First Reading: Psalm 146
1Praise

the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!
will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
3Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.
4When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the LORD their God,
6who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
7who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free; 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD
lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
9The LORD watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the LORD!
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R

The Word of God, word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-7

Christians in Corinth prided themselves on their spiritual gifts. Paul reminds them that God gives
us many gifts through the Holy Spirit, but the purpose behind all of them is love, the kind of love
that God showed us in Jesus Christ.
1If

I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give
away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I
gain nothing.
4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in
the truth. 7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
R

The Word of God, word of life.

C

Thanks be to God.

Special Music

“Unexpected Places”

Video

But here I am in this unexpected place; a place I did not ask for, but one that’s fill with grace.
And here I am in this room I did not plan, but Jesus, you are here,
Jesus, you are grace, Jesus, you are with me in this unexpected place.
(please stand)

Gospel Acclamation (cranberry) pg 216
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia
P

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 4:14-30
People in Jesus’ hometown are initially pleased when he says that God will free the oppressed.
Their pleasure turns to rage when he reminds them that God’s prophetic mission typically pushes
beyond human boundaries so that mercy and healing are extended to those regarded as outsiders.
14Then

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by
everyone.
16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing.”
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22All

spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They
said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have
heard you did at Capernaum.’ ” 24And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the
prophet’s hometown. 25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah,
when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all
the land; 26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There
were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed
except Naaman the Syrian.” 28When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with
rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their
town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them
and went on his way.
P: The Gospel of the Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ
(Please be seated)
Children’s Message – see our St. John Facebook page
Message

Not “just-us,” but “Justice”

Pastor John Omans

Message Song (cranberry) #843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
1. Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light;
praise the One who frees the pris’ners, turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev’ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.
2.

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word;
praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand;
from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev’ry land.

3. Praise the one true love incarnate; Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory; praise the One who makes us one.
(Please Stand)
NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
The Father, the Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
Of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
The only Son of God,
Eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
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True God from true God,

Begotten, not made,
Of one Being with the Father;
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
Was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
And became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
In accordance with the scriptures;
He ascended into heaven
And is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
Who was spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
And the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers
P:

Lord, in your mercy

C: Hear our prayer

Peace
P

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C

And also with you.

P

We share Christ's peace with each other.

Offering Invitation (spoken by Pastor)
(please be seated)
(Offering may be placed in offering plates near exits)
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THANKSGIVING

Stewardship Minute
P:
Thank you for the ways you extend the mercy of God to all! Our noisy offering is feeding the
hungry. Members of our St. John WELCA have organized a Thrivent Action Team to send cards of
love and care to folks who are home-bound. Our Men in Mission group recently assembled many
donations for the Bethlehem Inn, a transition housing in Waseca for women and children. We continue our support for world mission through Operation Bootstrap Africa, through quilts and Lutheran World Relief projects. We continue our support through our Pine Ridge Reservation mission. These are just a few examples. Thank you to all in this church who are continuing to follow
Jesus’ mission as expressed in our gospel lesson today!
Offering Prayer
P:

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world
signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C;

Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
Sing
Presider: The Lord be with you
Presider: Lift up your hearts.

Congregation : And also with you.
Congregation:

We lift them to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
P

It is our duty and delight…. We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Sanctus

(cranberry) page 191 Holy, Holy, Holy

Sing
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.
Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One who comes in your name.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!
Words of Institution
P:

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your glory. We
give you thanks for your promise and presence which have sustained the faithful in this and
every generation. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in word and
deed announced your gentle rule of justice, reconciliation and peace.
On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying:
6

Take and eat: this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. Remembering his command to love
one another, his life and death, his resurrection and ascension we pray for his coming
again, even as we cry: Amen! Come Lord, Jesus!

Sing
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P:

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and your
whole creation. Amen! Come, Holy Spirit!

Sing
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
P:

This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend.
Sing
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Spirit
all glory and honor is yours, O God, now and for ever. Amen.

P:

Make us bold, merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray.

The Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
(All baptized Christians are invited to come to the Lord's Table. All Children who haven't had instruction are invited to come for a blessing. They're asked to fold their hands. Children who are
receiving communion please extend your hands. Grape juice is available. Please say “grape juice”
to the server).
Gluten Free wafers are available upon request.
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COVID-19 instructions: Please come down the center aisle, pulpit side first, then lectern side.
Please maintain social distancing. Receive the bread and wine and proceed to the side aisle,
where you may remove your mask and eat/drink the bread and wine. For those with mobility
issues, the bread and wine will be available at a side station near the side aisle.
Lamb of God

Hymns During Communion
Hymns :

#465 As the Grains of Wheat
~Refrain~

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill were gathered into one to become
our bread; so may all your people from all the ends of earth be gathered into one in
you.
1. As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, may we share the presence of your love.
~Refrain~
2. Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come when all creation shares this feast with you.
~Refrain~
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Hymns

#836

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

1. Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above. Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt
away. Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.
2. All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heav’n reflect thy rays, stars and angels sing
around thee, center of unbroken praise. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, chanting bird, and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.
3. Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, well spring of the joy of living, ocean
depth of happy rest! Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; teach
us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine!
#886

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

1. Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and king, the triumphs of his grace
2. My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name.
3. The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease,
sings music in the sinner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
4. He speaks, and list’ning to his voice, new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe.

5. Look unto him, your Savior own, O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone, be justified by grace!
6. To God all glory, praise, and love be now and every giv’n
by saints below and saints above, the church in earth and heav’n.

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer
P

We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine
beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may
set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your
glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing
P

The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path;
and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you always.

C:

Amen.
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(Please stand)

Sending Hymn (cranberry) #543

Go, My Children, with My Blessing

1. “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. Waking, sleeping, I am with you,
you are my own. In my love's baptismal river I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”
2. “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. Here you learned how much I love you,
what I can cure. Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3. “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. Grow in love and love by serving,
joyful and free. Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”
Sending
P
C:

Go in peace. Christ is your light.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
PLEASE WAIT FOR USHERS TO EXIT YOU OUT OF PEWS.

Leaders in the Service
Pastor: John Omans
Organist: Al Tonn
Cantor: Mike Harvey
Acolyte: Alexis Brinkmann
Council Person: Gary Conrath
Reader: Gyles Randall
Ushers: Wayne Johnson & Julie Pederson

Communion Prep: Pauline Dill, Amy LeCocq
Communion Bread Makers: Vickie Hill & Cindy Coy
Videographer: Dennis Sommers
Thank you to all these members of St. John for offering their time and talents
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