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St. John Lutheran Church ELCA 

Waseca, MN  

 

Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021 

2nd Sunday in Advent 

Service of the Word 

 

GATHERING 

Prelude  

Introduction 

In our first lesson today, the prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To 
those living in despair or in the shadow of death, this story proclaims God’s promise of mercy and 
new life. In our gospel lesson we hear John the Baptist proclaiming repentance and announcing the 
arrival of Jesus who, by the power of his Holy Spirit will make us new. We celebrate that we too have 
been visited with this same Spirit. Strengthened by this Spirit, all the baptized are sent to share 
Christ’s love with the world. In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all 
people in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 

Welcome and Announcements 

Opening Hymn:  (cranberry)        #239 Hark, the Glad Sound! 

Advent Candle Lighting 

P:  Today we light the candle of peace, along with the candle of hope which we lit last week.  As 
 we continue the season of Advent, we wait in hopeful anticipation of the peace the 
 Christ child will bring to a weary world. 

(Two Advent candles are lit) 

 Let us prepare our hearts as we await the coming of our Lord. 

C: Let us watch for the one who hears our cries and shoulders the suffering of our 
 world. 
P: Let us anticipate the arrival of God’s eternal word spoken in his Son, Jesus. 

C: Prepare the Way for the Lord 

P: Where people walk in darkness 

C: Prepare the Way for the Lord 

P: Where busy lives need stilling 

C: Prepare the Way for the Lord 

P: Where minds are full of tinsel, presents and parties 

C: Prepare the Way for the Lord 

P: And now, in this place and among your people gathered here 
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C: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

P: Into this broken world we call planet earth 

C: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

P: Where there is no peace 

C:  O Come Lord Jesus and help us find room for you in our hearts. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  The Lord be with you! 

C:  And also with you! 

P:  Please join your hearts with me in prayer: 

 Our gracious, eternal God, give your attention to us as we again seek to “prepare the way of 
 the Lord” on our advent journey. When we are weak-kneed and world-weary lift us up. 
 When we have lost our way or lost hope may we hear you speaking softly and tenderly to 
 us. When we cannot banish from our minds the sins of the past give us the courage to claim 
 your grace and to say:  “enough is enough.” When we are fearful of our own mortality give 
 us the trust in your word which endures forever. When we are timid or fearful about the 
 message of hope which we proclaim give us the courage to witness to the good news. Lift us 
 up to know the power of your might. Lift us up to know that you will not leave us and that 
 you hold us close to you. Lift us up to know that you are the Lord. This we pray, through   
 Jesus our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen 

Hymn of Praise (cranberry)        #249  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry (v. 1, 3, 4) 

(Please be seated) 

              WE HEAR GOD'S WORD 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, 
will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that 
through this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.” 

1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I an-
swered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord.” 
  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them,  
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 Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when 
I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, 
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 

 
R   The Word of God, word of life. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

(please stand) 

Gospel Acclamation  (cranberry) pg. 205 

 Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. Let it burn like fire within us;  

 speak  until our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the goodness that your bring. 

P         The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6, 15-16 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their 
ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

  15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his san-
dals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

C       Glory to you, O Lord. 

P    The Gospel of the Lord.         

C    Praise to you, O Christ.  

(Please be seated) 

 

Children’s Message  

 

Message:  “When hope is dried up-Prepare the way of the Lord”   Pastor John Omans 

Message Song  (cranberry)        #254 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 



 4 

THE SERVICE OF BAPTISM 

Raelynn Joyce Thompson 
                                 Parents: Allen & Dayla (Haack) Thompson 

                             Sponsors: Dylan DeMarce, Hunter Thompson 

      Austin & Chelsie Bell 

 

P Let us pray: Spirit of the living God, fall fresh upon us as we stand before this water of life.  

 As we baptize this child today, remind us of our own baptisms and help us to rededicate our 

 lives to you each and every day, in  Jesus’ name.   

C Amen. 

P In the water of baptism, we die with Christ.  We are crucified and buried in order that we 

 might be raised with Christ, to live the new life, to dwell in a new reality, a new order of   

 existence. 

 Because of Baptism, we are Christians.  Never again does our status before God depend 

 on…how we feel…or having the right experience…or being free of doubt. 

 It doesn’t depend on…what we accomplish; or on our success or position. We are Christians 

 because God surprised us. Coming in water, God washes us and grafts us into Christ.  Our 

 identity for all the days of our life is set!  We are children of God … disciples of Christ … a 

 servant people … the communion of saints … proclaimers of God’s wonderful deeds. 

  In these waters Jesus’ story becomes our story. Baptized into his death, we are raised to 

 live as the Body of Christ in the world today. 

  Now we know that baptism becomes the overpowering event in our lives, the event which 

 tells us who we are and how we are to live. 

The Presentation 

P Who  presents Raelynn to receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism?  

Parent and sponsors answer:  “We Do.” 

P In Christian love you have presented Raelynn for Holy Baptism. You should, therefore, faith

- fully bring her to the services of God’s house and teach her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, 

 and the Ten Commandments.  As she grows in years, you should place in her hands the     

 Holy Scriptures and provide her instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the           

 covenant of her Baptism and in communion with the church, she may lead a godly life until 

 the day of  Jesus Christ.  Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?                 

 If so, please answer, “I do.” 

Parent and Sponsors:  I do. 

 To All Those Gathered:   

P Do you also pledge your support to this child?  Will you offer your love, your resources, 

 and your faith so that she may grow and learn in the community of the church?                                          

 If so,  please answer, “I do.”  
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 Congregation:  I do. 

  P In the words of the Apostles’ Creed, let us confess our faith in God:  Father, Son,  and Holy 

 Spirit, who calls us to the waters of baptism. 

  C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  

 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was            

 crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

 again;  he ascended  into  heaven,  he  is  seated at the  right hand of the  Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead,  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 Amen. 

The Baptism 

P Raelynn, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen. 

 Prayer 

P Let us pray: God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you  thanks for freeing your 

 son from the power of sin and for raising him up to a new life through this holy sacrament. 

 Pour your Holy Spirit upon Raelynn; the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

 counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

 presence.   

C Amen. 

P Raelynn, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the Cross of 

 Christ forever.  

C Amen. 

The Baptism Candle is Given 

P Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify God in 

 heaven. 

 Welcome 

R We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: Join us in giving 

 thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

 

 Welcome Song                              Little Child, Welcome                      Debra Yess 
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Prayers of the People 

P: Lord, hear our prayer 

Prayer Response:   #92 Lord, listen to your children praying 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;                                                 

Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace. 

 

Sharing The Peace       

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P:  We share Christ’s peace with each other (virtual high-five, wave, or virtual hug) 

(please be seated)     

 

THANKSGIVING 

Stewardship Minute 

I give thanks for our children! Their presence in church gives life to our worship gatherings. Children 
will be presenting “Scenes from Christmas” on Sunday, December 12th. And following our worship 
and Christmas program, there will be a lively fellowship time in Trinity Hall. There will be treats. We 
will sing Christmas carols. And we will have talent show! We will also make Christmas cards for our 
shut-ins. What a day of celebration! Thank you for all who are involved helping, making food,        
preparing children, leading, praying, attending! Thanks be to God! 

 

Offering Invitation   (Noisy  Offering) 

(please stand until the end of service) 

Offering Prayer 

P Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – ourselves, 
 our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him 
 who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 

 

Lord’s Prayer   pg.# 112    ( Our Father, who art in heaven …)   

SENDING 

Blessing 

P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

) 
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Sending Hymn (cranberry)  #259 Fling Wide the Door 

 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

  Leaders in the Service 

       Pastor:  John Omans     

              Organist:  Jan Macklay  

Ushers:  Janet Wichmann, Shirley Raetz 

Acolyte:  Riley Mitchell 

Reader:  Cindy Coy 

Church Council: Koni Hudak 

Videographer: Pam/Dominic Grunzke 

Facebook Live: Curtis Yess 

Fellowship: Men in Mission-Pancake Breakfast-for Bethlehem Inn 

Thank you to all these members of St. John for offering  their time and talents.      
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