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Sunday, August 16, 2020 

11th Sunday of Pentecost 

Now the Feast and Celebration with Communion               

GATHERING 

Introduction 

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather 
the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is un-
flinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might 
our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and 
meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements 

(Please Stand) 

Gathering Hymn:  (cranberry)    #413  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 

1. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

2. Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,  

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,  

which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 

3. Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,  

though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 

Only thou art holy; there is non beside thee, 

Perfect in pow’r, in love and purity. 

 

4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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Prayer of the Day 

P: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 
 disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name 
 may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

    WE HEAR GOD'S WORD 

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God’s imminent intervention to save. Right-
eousness and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or 
any other category. 

 1Thus says the Lord: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8Thus says the Lord God, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. 

R   The Word of God, word of life. 

C    Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading: Psalm 67 (Reader: odd verses, Cong: even verses) 

Let all the peoples praise you, O God. (Ps. 67:3) 

 R: 1May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us, 

 C: 2that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations. 

 R: 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 C: 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity 

  and guide the nations upon earth. 

 R: 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

 C: 6The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 

 R: 7May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

R   The Word of God, word of life. 

C    Thanks be to God. 



 3 

please stand) 

Gospel Acclamation  (cranberry) pg 216 

    Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia 

    You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia 

(Reprinted under One License A-704215) 

P         The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the fifteenth chapter. 

C       Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 

A woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches Jesus for help. 

  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite wom-
an from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and 
urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help 
me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus an-
swered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was 
healed instantly. 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

(Please be seated) 

 

Message      “Lord, send her/them/it away.”   Pastor Dick Hegal 

 

Message Song  (cranberry)  #650  In Christ There  Is No East or West 

 

1. In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north, 

but on community of love though-out the whole wide earth. 

2. In Christ shall true hearts ev’rywhere their high communion find; 

his service is the golden cord close binding human kind. 

3. Join hands, disciples of the faith, whate’er your race may be. 

All children of the living God are surely kin to me. 

4. In Christ now meet both east and west, in him meet south and north; 

All Christly souls are one in him throughout the whole wide earth. 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

 The Father, the Almighty, 

 Maker of heaven and earth, 

 Of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in on Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 The only Son of God, 

 Eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 True God from true God, 

 Begotten, not made, 

 Of one Being with the Father; 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  He came down from heaven, 

  Was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  And became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

In accordance with the scriptures; 

  He ascended into heaven 

  And is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy  Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 Who was spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  And the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, +one God, 

 whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

 whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Reconciling God, 

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

 and we deny your presence in our lives. 

 We place our hope in ourselves 

 and rely on our own efforts. 

 We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

 We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

 We fear difference and do not welcome others 

 as you have welcomed us. 

 We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

 By your grace, forgive us; 

 through your love, renew us; 

 and in your Spirit, lead us; 

 so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

P: Beloved of God, 

 by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

 we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus, 

 through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

 Our sins are forgiven. 

 Let us live now in hope. 

 For hope does not disappoint, 

 because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

 through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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The Prayers 

P: Lord, in your mercy 

C: hear our prayer  

Peace  

P        The peace of  the Lord be with you always. 

C        And also with you. 

P        We share Christ's peace with each other. 

 

Offering Invitation (offering may be placed in offering plates located at corner of side aisle) 

(please be seated) 

THANKSGIVING 

Stewardship Minute 

P:  Almost 2,000 facemasks have been distributed from St. John for our community. Thank you 
 to all who provided fabric and sewing skills for this needed ministry! We have supply packets 
 that have pre-cut material and elastic in Trinity Hall for anyone who would like to make 
 masks for those in need. 

Q:  

Offering Prayer 

P: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, 

 and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

 Water and word, wine and bread: 

 these are signs of your abundant grace. 

 Nourish us through these gifts, 

 that we might proclaim your steadfast love 

 in our communities and in the world, 

 through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song. 

C: Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
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P:   It is our duty and delight…. We praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus  (cranberry) page 191  Holy, Holy, Holy  
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Words of Institution  

 P:   You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God; everything is filled with your glory. We 

give you thanks for your promise and presence which have sustained the faithful in this 

and every generation. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, born of Mary, who in word 

and deed announced your gentle rule of  justice, reconciliation and peace. 

   On the night of his betrayal our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:    

 Take and eat: this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the  remembrance of me.  

 After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-

giveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Remembering his command to love 

one   another, his life and death, his resurrection and ascension we pray for his  coming 

again, even as we cry:  Amen! Come Lord, Jesus! 

 

 

 

 

 

P:  Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us  and your 

 whole creation.  Amen!  Come, Holy Spirit! 

 

 

 

 

 

P: This we pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior and our friend. 
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P Make us bold, merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

C  Our Father who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.    
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our  trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
  and the glory,  forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

  

Communion 
(All baptized Christians are invited to come to the Lord's Table.   All Children who haven't had in-

struction are invited to come for a blessing.  They're  asked to fold their hands.  Children who are 

receiving communion please extend your hands.  Grape juice is available.  Please say “grape juice” 

to the server). 

Gluten Free wafers are available upon request. 

Hymns During Communion          Lamb of God 
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COVID-19 instructions: Please come down the center aisle, pulpit side first, then lectern side. 

Please maintain social distancing. Receive the bread and wine and proceed to the side aisle, where 

you may remove your mask and eat/drink the bread and wine. For those with mobility issues, the 

bread and wine will be available at a side station near the side aisle. 

 

Hymns : (cranberry)  #608 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 

1. Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portals he’s waiting and watching, watching for you and for me. 

~Refrain~ 

“Come home, come home! You who are weary, come home.” 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, calling, 

“O sinner, come home!” 

2. Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me?  

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me? 

~Refrain~ 

3. Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for. 

~Refrain~ 

 

Hymn (cranberry)        #742 What a friend we Have in Jesus 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!  

What a privilege to carry eve’ryting to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; oh, what needless pain we bear 

all because we do not carry ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2. Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged take to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a solace there. 
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Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 

P God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been  

 united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so t
 hat we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of  

 abundant life. 

C: Amen. 

Blessing  

P: Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

 nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

 will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and
 keep you in eternal love. 

C: Amen. 

 (Please stand) 

Sending Hymn  (cranberry) #779  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!  

I once was lost, by now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

 

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 

 

3.   Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come; 

‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

4.   The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

 

5.   When we’ve been there  ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

 

Sending 

P Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C  Thanks be to God.   

 

Postlude 
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PLEASE WAIT FOR USHERS TO EXIT YOU OUT OF PEWS. 

 

 

 

 

Leaders in the Service 

    Pastor:  Dick Hegal    

 Organist:  Al Tonn 

Soloists:  Mike Harvey 

Council Person:  Pres. Mike Schlueter 

Reader: Julie Spies 

Ushers:  Gyles & Carol Randall 

Danielle Timmerman 

Communion Prep: Julie & Darwin Spies 

               Videographer:  Merril Schultz 

 

 

 

          Thank you to all these members of St. John for offering their time and talents 
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