S T. J O H N
E VA N G E L I C A L
LUTHERAN
C H U RC H E L C A

September
2017
Firmly Rooted in God’s Word

What a Night to Remember!
Men in Mission
Lutheran Night at the Twinsexperience GRAND

Compliments of Brian Dozier

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Mission Statement
St. John is a Christian family of disciples alive in a Scripture-based,
Spirit-led mission of ministry, worship and play.
Disciples at St. John Lutheran Church are expected to pray often,
worship regularly, learn from the Scriptures, participate in the
serving groups if physically able, offer their time and talent
as the spirit calls them, and regularly contribute monetarily
to support the mission and ministry of the church.
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Lutheran World Relief
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“Fair Trade Coffee” or
Monday — Friday “Fair Trade Tea” may
7:30 am —11:30 am be purchased the first
12:30 pm— 4:30 pm Sunday of each month
stjohn
before or after services.
@hickorytech.net

Prayer Ministers

Prayer teams will be
available in the narthex for prayer
during all Sunday Communion
services. While communion is
being served you are invited to
go to the narthex and a member
will be there to hear your request
and to pray with you. Please make
use of this opportunity to pray!

MILITARY SERVICE
Savanna Grunzke, Chad Chum,
Trevor Morris, Matt Wantoch,
Dana Elias, Darren Peterson, Jacob
Kuhns, Jacob Lemmen and Nathan
Lonneman. Please let us know of
others to add to this list.

Men in Mission will
serve a Continental
Breakfast on
Sunday, Sept. 3.
They will serve a
pancake breakfast
with sausage, fruit
and toppings Sunday
September 10.

Have you checked out Pastor
John’s blog, which is the current weeks
sermon? http://
stjohnwaseca.wordpress.com/
You can also find it on our website!
www.stjohnwaseca.org

Noisy Offering Sunday,
September 3 at 9 am.
Help the children fill our
milk can.
Offerings collected are
for missions.
Anyone that wants to be
included on St. John
current Homebound
Communion list please
call the church office at
833-1703.

Complimentary
bus
Sunday Bus Tokens are available
for St. John memHospitalized or ILL?
(Smart
bers riding the bus
Pastor John would like to visit you if you have any
Bus)
to church. Call the
mental or physical health
church office 833issues. Therefore if you or a
1703. You must call
loved one is sick, or if you
DISPATCH 1-855are in the hospital for a
762-7821
before
planned surgery or any other
3pm
Saturday
to
reason do contact us! Call
schedule your pickup
833-1703
and drop-off.
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Wisdom, Kings, and Prophets

“Give your servant therefore, an understanding
mind.” (1 Kings 3:9)
Have you ever taken on a task that you thought would be really
easy and then – after diving in headfirst – realized you were in
over your head?
We are heading into a new section of the Old Testament titled, “Wisdom, Kings,
and Prophets.”
We will hear stories from the Bible like:
King Solomon and his prayer for wisdom, and his divided heart.
The building of the temple, and God’s promise to be there.
King Rehoboam, the wisdom of elders, and the nation of Israel divided.
The prophet Elijah, and the widow who shares all that she has.
Naboth, a man of integrity, and King Ahab’s greed
Through all of these stories runs a common thread: the one who is wise is the one
who humbles himself before God, the one who shows himself to be needy asking God
for help.
There is something about our society that makes us think that we have to handle
everything on our own. Take charge, do the job…and if we’re weak or needy or need
help, well, there must be something wrong with us.
And yet – these stories show us that we should be open to God about our weaknesses and needs, and that we should look to God every day for his help. It pleases God.
And God is good to us when we open up that door in our lives.
Life is a journey, one where we wake up every day and have to decide how we
want to live our lives. Some days we will be humble and seek God’s help. We will
admit that we are needy and weak, and God will be there. But there will be other days
when we forge ahead on our own and ignore God’s place in our lives. And so on those
days we need to pause, take a deep breath and invite God into our lives once again. It
is not about finding perfection and setting up camp there; it is about allowing ourselves to be weak along the journey.
I invite you to join with me this fall, in bringing our lives, our needs, our weaknesses, and our very selves to God – in prayer, in our worship, at his communion table,
and in our fellowship together. Let’s
have some conversations, with God
and with each other, about our needs.
Remember the words of the
Apostle Paul, “the Spirit helps us
in our weakness.” Amen.
Peace – Pastor John Omans
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September 3, 9:00 a.m. Thirteenth Sunday after
Pentecost Traditional Worship
Ushers: Steve and Jody Schroeder
Reader:
Acolyte: Lanesha Spies
Church Council: Sam Macklay
Videographer: Marcia & Dennis Bartz
Fellowship: Bill Erdman/ Men in Mission
September 10, 9:00 a.m. Fourteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Contemporary Worship with Communion
Ushers: Dennis and Marcia Bartz
Jody and Teri Wilker
Reader: Marcia Bartz
Acolyte: Owen Thomas
Prepare Communion: Kevin and Cindy Dickie
Church Council: David Oraskovich
Videographer: Curt Yess
Fellowship: Men in Mission
September 17, 9:00 am Fifteenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Traditional Worship with Communion
Ushers: Rodney and Lori Born
Christy Jo Born, Lanae Feser
Acolyte: Daniel Kuhns Jr.
Reader: Rod Kolpin
Prepare Communion: Jody and Teri Wilker
Church Council: Kari Priebe
Videographer: Dennis Sommers
Fellowship:
September 24, 9:00 am Sixteenth Sunday
after Pentecost Contemporary Worship
Ushers: John and Katie Shifflett
Bruce Boyce, Marv Dumdei
Reader: Bruce Boyce
Acolyte: Josiah Behncke
Church Council: Pam Grunzke
Videographer: Gyles Randall
Fellowship:
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WELCA guest night
September 7, 2017
at 7pm.
Rene’e Larson,
Music Minister,
will be the guest
entertainer.
"Sing His Praises First.”
You can access her music at
www.facebook.com/HeReigns

“The Lord used music to draw me back to
Him, a song at a time; from a world of darkness, pain, and strife to His world of love,
hope, light, peace, joy, giving me strength,
healing and courage.
His music shines through in the dark, illuminating and revealing Him, and Glorifying
God. His Word tells us the Lord loves our
praise and worship. His music conveys His
love, and blessings of healing, joy, courage,
strength, and peace to all.”
Rene’e Larson

VIDEO VOICE OF ST JOHN
Each Sunday morning the
worship service at St. John
is videotaped and broadcast on Channel 8
Sundays at 5:00 pm and Mondays at 10:30

September Lifeline
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Christ centered
community
“I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what
the master is doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made known to
you everything that I have heard from my Father.” (John 15:15)
“I have called you friends,” is our stewardship emphasis for this year. A good
definition of stewardship is that we are “blessed to be a blessing.” Perhaps, we
have not thought of our friendships with others to be a topic for stewardship.
Jesus had a profound impact in the life of people because he embraced a wider
community, and he calls his church to that same kind of community. The many
Bible stories of Jesus in the middle of a community show Jesus speaking not only
with people who are devout but also people who are seeking, skeptical, with questions, with needs.
How might we continue to offer the friendship of Jesus in this community?
Consider how, as a congregation, we find our “center” in the message and life of
Christ. We too, have been saved by Grace, and we too, have experienced how God
meets us in our needs. Being honest about God’s grace in our lives and our need,
we can engage people no matter where they are in their spiritual development.
We, as St. John Lutheran church, can follow Jesus’ lead and embrace a wider
community. It begins with Jesus’ words, “I have called you friends,” and our
response to carry that relational grace to others.
Watch for opportunities to connect with others.
Your servant in Christ,

Peace, Pastor John Omans

Wisdom, Kings and Prophets
Bible Readings for September 2017

09/03/17 …1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; 11:1-4
09/10/17 …1 Kings 5:1-5, 8:1-13, 9:1-3
09/17/17 …1 Kings 12:1-17, 25-29
09/24/17 …1 Kings 19:29-17:16

September Lifeline
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July 2017

NOISY
OFFERINGS

$93.15
Monthly
Income $ 18,185
Expense — 19,282
Diff
(1,097)
Year to Date
Income $ 133,226
Expense— 150,728
Diff
(17,502)

was collected on
August 6 for
missions.

Currently Available in the
Narthex and Trinity Hall
Large print and regular size copies of :
“Portals of Prayer”, “Christ in our Home”,
and “The Upper Room” quarterly devotion
books.
Council meeting monthly minutes
Extra Copies of our Lifeline Monthly
Newsletter
Monthly Prayer Ventures from ELCA
“Pockets” learning about God for children

If you would like to adorn our
altar with fresh flowers please
call Debbie Bartelt at 461-4874
or the church office at least a
week ahead of time. Two vases
are $40 paid to WELCA. This
may be brought to the church
office or put in the offering plate.
Individuals whom belong to the
church may have this donation listed on their financial statements. You may request a color and/or
flower preference. A written announcement can be
put in the weekly bulletin specifying if they are “in
honor of ” or “in memory of”.

“Gather” women’s magazine for faith and
action
“The Lutheran Prayer
book” a collection of
prayers and inspirations
for every Lutheran.

Mary Bible Study
Monday September 11 at
1:30 pm in Trinity Hall
Ruth Bible Study
Tuesday September 19 at
7:00 pm at Realife
Leader– Nadine Omans
Hostess– Linda Sandborg
Sarah Bible Study
Wednesday September 20
9:30 am at Bonnie Lewer’s

Traditional Worship First and Third Sundays
Contemporary Worship
Second and Fourth Sundays
Worship Schedule
Sundays at 9:00 am
Holy Communion
Sunday September 10 and September 17

September Lifeline
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Sunday

3 9 am Traditional
Worship Service of the
Word

Noisy Offerings
10:15am Men in Mission Continental
Breakfast
5:00 pm Video Voice

10 9 am Worship
Contemporary
w/Communion
10:15 Children’s Ministries and Mim
Pancake Breakfast
5pm Video Voice

Monday

Tuesday

4 Labor 5
Day
Office
Closed

6

7:00 pm
Commissions

10:30 a.m.
Video Voice

11
10 am

Quilters

12
6:30 pm
Exec Council

7pm Movie -Luther and
the Reformation

10:30 a.m.
Video Voice
7:00 pm
1:30 p.m.
Mary Bible Council Meet
Study T.H.

17 9 am Worship

18

Traditional

10 am

19
7:00 pm

w/Communion
Ruth Circle
Quilters
Baptism Elliot Nelson 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study
10:15 am Children’s
@ Realife
Video Voice
Ministries and Fel1212 3rd St NE
lowship
5:00 pm Video Voice

24 9 am Worship

25

Contemporary
New Member Sunday Blessing of the
Quilts, kits, prayer
shawls, dresses

10 am

10:15 am Children’s
Ministries and Fellowship
5:00 pm Video Voice

Wednesday

26

Thurs-

7

7pm
6:30 pm Bell Choir WELCA
meets at St. John
guest night
Rene’e
Larson
music
Group #1

13 11:30 am

14

Fri

1

2

8

9

5pm
Wedding
Rehearsal

15

Senior Lutherans
6:30 pm Parents &
Students Confirmation Orientation
6:30 pm 3rd Gear
Welcome Freshman

3pm Wedding
Alex Cooper and
Brooke Bartelt

16
SE MN Synodical Women’s
Organization
St. Olaf Church
Austin MN
“God At
Work”

Pleasant Grove Pizza

20

21

9:30 am Sarah
Bible Study

7:00 –8:30pm 3rd
Gear at St. John

Joint
Communion
11:15 am
Lake Shore
Inn
1pm Colony
Court

5pm
Wedding
Rehearsal

27

28

29

5pm Pizza and
Confirmation

Saturday

22

23
3pm Wedding
Tanner
Schlueter and
Allison Thooft

30

7:00 pm

Men in Mission 1:30 pm –2:30 pm
10:30 a.m.
Meeting T.H. 3rd Gear Early Out
Video Voice Program–
Hacksaw Ridge 5pm Pizza and
Confirmation

Quilters

Pastor John vacation

September Lifeline
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Noon Luncheon Wednesday,
September 20 at Christian Assembly
900 SE 14th Ave Waseca
Hosted by the Waseca Ministerial
Association
Join us for food, fellowship, and a
devotion from an area pastor — all for the
cost of a donation
Dolores Sommers wants to thank all
her church friends for the cards as she
celebrated her
95th birthday.

The Women of St. John are invited to the SE Minnesota Synodical
Women’s Convention Saturday, September 16, 2017 at St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Austin, Minnesota. The convention theme is “God at
Work”. The theme verse is 1 Corinthians 12:6: “There are different
ways the Spirit works. But the same God is working in all these
ways and in all people.” Worship, music, speakers, fellowship, and
business will fill the day.
A Love Offering will help alleviate hunger. We are to bring love
gifts of non-perishable foods, toiletries, cash & gift cards(Kwip Trip/
Visa/HyVee) for use in the Austin
area of the SE MN Synod of the
ELCA. Anyone can contribute and
these gifts should be left in the
church office by Fri, September 15th.
Registrations (return by September 7th) are on the
Kiosk in Trinity Hall and a carpool will be
available, leaving the church at 7:00 a.m. on the
16th. The opening for the convention is at 8:45
a.m. (coffee fellowship and displays begin at 7:45
a.m.) and the closing is at 4:00 p.m. You are
responsible to send in your own registrations and
should let Shirley Raetz know 835-3912 if you are
going so the correct amount of drivers are
available.
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St. John’s Children’s
Ministries
and
the
Women of St. John will
be doing a Thrivent
Action Team for Lutheran World Relief School
Kits October 1, 2017 after the Men in Mission
breakfast. Now is a good time to purchase
school supplies as they are all on sale. Last
year with your generous contributions we were
able to send 150 School Kits to LWR so that
children and sometimes adults living in poverty
or disaster areas have essential supplies to
continue their learning despite the hardships
they face. That learning leads to a better life
for them, their families and their communities.
The following list of items are what is needed
for each LWR kit.
Four 70-sheet notebooks(280-300 sheets
total) wide or college-ruled paper
(approx. 8”x10 ½ “)
One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with
centimeters
on one side
and inches
on the other
One
pencil
sharpener
One pair of
blunt scissors (safety
scissors
with embedded steel blades work well)
Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
Five black or blue ballpoint pens(no gel
ink)
One box of 16 or 24 crayons
One 2 ½ “ eraser
Please leave items in the large basket in the
Narthex, in Trinity Hall on the pew by the
Library, or have your Sunday School student
bring them to Sunday School. Thank you for
your generosity for this important project.
Lets see if we can increase the total amount of
Kits completed this year.
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St. John Church is collecting new
packages of underwear to donate to the
Waseca Area Neighborhood Service
Center until Sept. 4, Labor Day. Please
leave your donations in the basket in the
Narthex or Trinity Hall.

Help Needed
- St. John
Quilters
The
quilters
will be making
more quilts this
year than other
years.
Our
supply of sewn
quilt tops has gone down and we are
urgently asking for volunteers to do
some sewing for us. This involves
sewing 48 squares together for a
60x80 inch quilt top which will then
be made into a quilt when we meet on
Mondays. There is a basket of quilt
top kits in the Narthex and one in
Trinity Hall. On Sept. 24th quilters
will be available to answer any
questions or call Jean Miller at
835-2094.
We are no longer able to accept prescription pill bottles. They can be recycled
locally.

September Lifeline

Welcome
Freshmen Night:
Students
entering 9th grade
AND
THEIR
FAMILIES
are
invited for a night
of fun, good food at the Pleasant
Grove Pizza Farm Wednesday,
September 13th from 6:30pm to
8:30pm. Please RSVP to Marty by
Thursday, September 7th by texting
507-461-3552
or
emailing
3rdgearwaseca@gmail.com.
Feel
free to bring a chair/blanket!

Page 10

We’re taking a survey on
how many young people
are interested in attending
the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston next
summer! Go to either
Grace’s or St John’s
facebook pages, find the
ELCA Youth Gathering
image, then follow the
links to take a short
survey!

All Senior High Students are
encouraged to Welcome Freshmen
Night on Wednesday, 09/13 at
Pleasant Grove Pizza Farm! 10th
graders are asked to bring a bag of
some kind of munchables, and 11th
and 12th graders asked to bring
desserts/bars. Everything else will
be covered by 3rd Gear! Even if you
haven’t been to a Wednesday
night, still come and
check it out!
3G Wednesdays
Gathering Times:
09/13 @ Pleasant
Grove Pizza Farm;
6:30pm – 8:30pm
09/20 @ St John Youth Room; 7pm
– 8:30pm
09/27 @ 3G Early Out – Place TBA!
Check “Grace St John” facebook
profile for Summer 2018 trip details!
You’ll also find a pre-registration
survey link for the ELCA Youth
Gathering we hope you take part in!

Choir is a great way to
build performance skills,
develop confidence, help
your voice grow, and make
new friends. Anyone high
school age or older is
invited to join choir!
Practice starts Sept. 10
Contact Deb Wantoch Yess at 835-3498
with questions

September Lifeline

“It is a fun day with all of
the Women working
together on a common
goal, to help others.”

Women of the ELCA Outreach
Mission Work Day Saturday,
October 7th
The schedule is 10:00am -3:00pm with a
potluck at noon group #5 serving followed
by a General WELCA meeting. We will be
assembling LWR Kits/Thrivent Action
Team for Baby Care Kits. Other projects
such as making bandages will also be
worked on. All women of St. John are
invited to assist in this worthwhile project.
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Baby Care Kits
A Thrivent Action Team by the Women of St
John for October 7, 2017 will assist us in
providing Baby Care Kits to help a mother
and baby out into the world.
We are collecting for Lutheran World Relief
baby Care Kits. Items needed are:
items for Baby Care Kits arelightweight cotton t-shirts, long or short sleeved
gowns or sleepers (without feet) or shirt and
pair of pants, receiving blankets, medium
weight, cloth diapers, jacket or sweater or
sweatshirt with a hood or a baby cap, Socks,
dark hand towel,
bath size bars of soap(4-6oz)
Gently used and clean items (no stains or tears) can

“But Jesus called for them and said,
be used. Garage sales are a good place to get some
Let the little children come to me, and of these items. Please leave items in the basket in the
narthex or on the pew in Trinity Hall.
do not stop them; for it is such as
these that the kingdom of God
belongs.”
Today and
every day,
Lutheran
World
Relief Kits
give
families
around the world a helping hand, a sign
of comfort and hope for the future. As
needs increase around the world,
requests for Kits are also on the rise.
These Kits are urgently needed
and your generosity in providing items
for these Kits is greatly appreciated and is an immeasurable blessing to
families around the world.

New Member Sunday is September 24.
If you are interested in becoming a
member of St. John please call the
833--1703 so
church office soon at 833
you can be included in this special day.

September Lifeline
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LET’S
START A
BELL
CHOIR!
It’s a new opportunity beginning this fall - a
joint bell choir between Grace and St. John
Churches. We will practice and ring for
worship at both churches. If you…
*can read music
*have a good sense of commitment
you should consider joining, even if you’ve
never rung before. Our first meeting will be
on Wednesday, Sept 6 at 6:30 at St. John. If
you have questions, call or text Mary

Schultz 521-4731.
Children’s
Ministries
will be resuming on
Sunday, Sept 10 at
10:15 a.m. to 11:00
a.m. Registration forms
are available in the
Narthex or Trinity Hall.
We can use your help for an hour, a
month, or for the entire year! Talk with
Pam Grunzke or Anne Mitchell. Please
contact the church office with any
questions 833-1703. See you there!
Sunday, October 1 Everyone is invited
to help The Women of the ELCA and the
children. They will be working to put
together school kits for Lutheran World
Relief. Some children do not have
the basic school
supplies.
Your
donations
are
welcome and can
be
brought
to
Trinity Hall. More
detailed
information is available on
page 9 and will also be sent home with
the children.

Orientation
for Parents
and Students
in 7th and
8th grade
will be
Wednesday,
September
13 at 6:30
p.m. in the
chapel.
Confirmation
classes begin
Wednesday,
September 20 at 5 p.m. starting with
pizza and then class from 5:30 p.m.
– 7:00 p.m. We look forward to a
new year learning more about our
Christian faith.

Men in Mission will be meeting Tues.
September 26 at 7pm in Trinity Hall
Viewing “Hacksaw Ridge”
Host– Russell Tesch
Devotions– Gyles Randall

September Lifeline
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Movie
Night
Sunday, September 10 at 7pm in Trinity Hall.
Men in Mission will host refreshments.
A free will offering will be received to support the
Children’s Backpack program “Food for Kids” through
the Neighborhood Service Center. The program sends
food home with eligible children so they have enough
healthy food to eat over the weekend.
Five hundred years ago Martin Luther kicked off the
Reformation. In this special, Rick Steves’ tells the story of
Martin Luther....and much more.
He provides the context for the
Reformation and explores the events that led up to it. In addition, Rick
discusses indulgences, purgatory, iconoclasts, and how the printing press
empowered uncommon ideas from common people. In this fascinating
and information packed hour long movie, you’ll learn
how one person can change the world. If you have any
questions please contact the church office at 833-1703.

Brought to you by the St. John

On Our Website
Pastor’s blog (sermon), Weekly announcements, the monthly Lifeline newsletter,
google calendar, electronic giving, Information
about our ministry groups and so much more.
Check it out at www.stjohnwaseca.org
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St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
401 3rd Avenue NE
Waseca MN 56093
Email: stjohn@hickorytech.net
Website: www.stjohnwaseca.org
Phone: 507-833-1703
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Council Members and Staff
Council President
David Oraskovich, 507-835-7387
833-1539
E-mail -Council Vice-President
Kevin Dickie, 507-835-4151

Senior
work
@.com

Council Secretary
Cindy Coy, 507-837-9115
Congregational Life
Ron Algers, 763-232-2874
# 833-1084
Education Committee
Pam Grunzke, 507-835-3121
Worship and Music
Dianne Bathke, 507-835-3653Dian22343405234350507Tesch

Pastor John Omans
Church office 507-833-1703 cell 507-201-1103
home 507-833-1525#
E-mail faith.worker@hotmail.comc
3rd Gear Youth Director
Marty Aberle, 507-461-3552
Email: 3rdgearwaseca@gmail.com
website www.3rdgearwaseca.org
Senior Choir Director
Deb Wantoch-Yess 507-835-3498
Assistant Choir Director
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706
Organists
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737

Social Ministry and Outreach
Council Members at Large
Kari Priebe 507-521-4723

Sunday School Director

Building and Grounds
Sam Macklay, 507-835-8706(cell) 507-720-7680
Financial Secretary
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737
E-mail : stjohn@hickorytech.net
Facebook: St John Lutheran Church ELCA

Custodian
Cindy Fordham, contact church office 507-833-1703
Parish Nurses
Marcia Bartz, 507-676-0608
Office Manager
Carrie Lonneman, 507-833-1703

WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.stjohnwaseca.org

