Firmly Rooted in God’s Word

S T. J O H N E V.
LUTHERAN
C H U RC H E L C A

M a y
2018

“Breakfast with the Bishop” in
Owatonna, April 21,
sharing food and fellowship.

“Just Friends” performing for Senior Lutherans on April 11.
They achieved their goal of sharing the gospel and
entertaining all through their music and humorous stories.

Joint Day Mission for
3rd Gear, Men in
Mission and Native
American Law Students
Association. They
served an incredible meal
at First Nations Kitchen
in Minneapolis April 29.

St John Mission Statement
St. John is a Christian family of disciples alive in a Scripturebased, Spirit-led mission of ministry, worship and play. Disciples
at St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church are expected to pray
often, worship regularly, learn from the Scriptures, participate in
the serving groups if physically able, offer their time and talent as
the spirit calls them, and regularly contribute monetarily to
support the mission and ministry of the church.
Photograph by Curt Yess
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Church
Office Hours
Monday — Friday
7:30 am —11:30 am
12:30 pm— 4:30 pm

Emailstjohn@hickorytech.net
Call-507-833-1703
www.stjohnwaseca.org
Facebookstjohnlutheranchurchelca

Prayer Ministers
Prayer teams will be available in
the narthex for prayer during all
Sunday
Communion
services.
While communion is being served
you are invited to go to the narthex
and a member will be there to hear
your request and to pray with you.
Please make use of this opportunity to pray!

MILITARY SERVICE
Jacob Kuhns, Trevor Morris,
Matt Wantoch, Dana Elias,
Darren Peterson, Savanna
Grunzke, Madyson Murphy,
Jacob Lemmen and
Nathan Lonneman. Please let us
know of others to add.
Men in Mission will
serve a Pancake
Breakfast with blueberries, maple rope
sausages, fruit,
toppings, and
beverages on Sun.
May 6, 10:15am
honoring 6th Graders

Hospitalized or ILL?
Pastor John would like to
visit you if you have any
mental or physical health
issues. Therefore if you or
a loved one is sick, or if
you are in the
hospital
for a planned surgery or
any other
reason do
contact us Call 833-1703

Have you checked out Pastor
John’s blog, which is the current
weeks sermon? http://
stjohnwaseca.wordpress.com/
You can also find it on our
website!
Lutheran World Relief
“Fair Trade Coffee” or
“Fair Trade Tea” may be
purchased the first Sunday
of each month before or
after services.

Noisy Offering Sunday, May 6
at 9:00 am. Help the children
fill our milk can
with coins. Used for
World
hunger.

Anyone that wants to be
included on our current
Homebound Communion
list please call the church
office at 833-1703.

Sunday
Bus
(Smart Bus)

Complimentary bus
tokens are available
for St. John
members riding the
bus to church. Call
the church office at
833-1703. You must
call DISPATCH
1-855-762-7821
before 3pm Saturday
to schedule your
pickup and drop-off.
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“[The followers of Jesus] are to do good, to be rich in good
works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves
the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may
take hold of the life that really is life.” (1 Timothy 6:18-19)
May and June are months that we will think about our
discipleship, or how we live as followers of Jesus. Another word that
is commonly used for this, is “Stewardship.”
“Live Simply” is the theme for our stewardship emphasis this year
at St. John. The major religions, and many philosophies, have
recommended the simple life as the key to happiness. All agree that
the simple life means freedom. But if freedom is the heart of living simply, how is such
freedom gained?
The writer of 1 Timothy uses the language of economic life to speak of Christian
living. He contrasts what we usually expect in everyday economic life with “the life that
really is life.” What we normally see in economic life is the pursuit of wealth by “storing
up treasure.” The search for “more” governs our time, attention, and devotion. Of course,
we must provide for ourselves and save for retirement. This way of measuring life,
however, does not free us for a simple life.
For Jesus the simple life is centered in his command: “Seek you first the kingdom of
God.” (Matthew 6:33) For Jesus the secret of the simple life is loving God and the
neighbor Jesus gives us. The simplicity of Christian life depends on the love of God that
makes possible the love of the neighbor and the love of the neighbor that embodies the
love of God.
When our time, attention, and devotion are absorbed by what we possess, we end up
being possessed by our possessions. More and more people are realizing that they have
too many devices, implements, policies, interests, and relationships. What we have makes
us behave in ways that devour our energy. The simple life is not without things and
relationships, but it means seeing them in a different way. Everything I have is meant for
loving God and neighbor.
Living simply means seeing work as an opportunity to love neighbor, to serve, and to
deepen the lives of others. Living simply also means seeking a life free from financial
debt – asking, “How much is enough?” Could I consume less?” The heart of a simple life
is found in the command: “Owe no one anything but love.” (Romans 13:8) The simple
life, in the end, is an astounding gift of God that can fill us with contentment and joy.
-Pastor John Omans
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NOISY
OFFERINGS

$90.26 in coins
March 2018

were collected on
April 8 for World
hunger.

Monthly
Income $ 20,390
Expense — 24,387
Diff
(3,998)
Year to Date
Income $ 55,789
Expense — 65,998
Diff
(10,209)
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3rd GEAR May

3G Weekly Gathering Schedule:
May 02 - @ Grace Chapel – 7pm8:30pm
May 09 – 3G TBA (Activities
Recognition at WHS)
May 16 – 3G TBA (Honors Recognition at WHS)
May 23 – @ Grace Chapel – 7pm- 8:30pm
May 30 - @ Grace Chapel – 7pm -8:30pm

Make sure to check out 3rd Gear’s website
and calendar at www.3rdgearwaseca.org
Homeless Care Kits – 3rd Gear will again
assemble Homeless Care Kits in time for the
travelers in our congregation families to take with
them! We’ll be asking for donations so look in the
Narthex for a list of supplies needed and drop-off
sites!
Senior Recognition Sunday, May 27, 9:00am
Worship. Women of the ELCA will host a
reception following

Bring your cap and gown
Baccalaureate at Waseca High School
Sunday, May 27 7pm-9pm

Mary Bible Study
Monday, May 14 1:30 pm
in Trinity Hall Leader– Jean Miller
Ruth Bible Study
Tuesday, May 15 7:00pm
at Realife Leader– Jean M
Hostess– Marie T
Sarah Bible Study
Wednesday, May 16 9:30 am

Senior
Lutherans
Dinner

VIDEO VOICE OF ST JOHN
Each Sunday morning the worship service
at St. John is videotaped and
broadcast on Channel 8
Sundays at 5:00 pm and
Mondays at 10:30 am.

Senior Lutherans Dinner Wednesday, May 9,
at 11:30 am $7. Presentation by Waseca artist
Dean Dykema “Feathers are his canvas.”
Call the church office by noon on Monday,
May 7 at 833-1703 to RSVP.
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Live Simply
“Not that I am referring to being in need; for I have
learned to be content with whatever I have.

(Philippians 4:11)
I marvel at the Apostle’s Paul’s words in the
verse above. Paul is writing this while in prison. He
has very real needs. And yet, in this letter, he speaks of joy and contentment. He says that
he has enough.
Our situation is quite different from Paul’s. We are blessed with much, while Christians
in the first century had so little. And yet, we too, are challenged to learn this lesson of
being content, living simply, doing with less. Paul’s words about contentment become to
us a call to action, responding to God’s good gifts to us.
As you worship today and throughout this week, think about ways God might be
calling you to live more simply. What risks are we willing to take and what challenges are
we willing to overcome to live more simply and generously?

Women and Justice: One in Christ
You may also respond to the draft
individually. (see below –
“How do I respond?)
The ELCA Task Force on “Women and Justice:
One in Christ” has been at work since 2012
and brought the work to a crucial stage: On
November 15, 2017 it released the Draft of a Social Statement on Women and Justice.
The 19 ELCA members on the task force represent diverse walks of life that provide a variety of thoughtful voices. The range of issues that the task force continues to explore remains open-ended since there are many issues that affect individuals, congregations,
communities and society.
The comment period on the Draft is open until September 30, 2018.
How do I respond?
The Draft may be downloaded here: https://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/

Current-Social-Writing-Projects/Women-and-Justice/Draft
You can find a response form in the back of the printed copy of the draft.
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Ready, Set, Camp!
We at Good Earth Village are excited to share in
another summer filled with laughter, worship,
singing, new friends and the chance to learn
more about what it means to live as a
Christian. All of our programs are led by highly
trained college age counselors who love working
with kids. All of our age groups will enjoy
songs, games, and exploring in creation! Please
contact Pam Grunzke at 612-910-7230. There
are funds available to help
cover the cost of camp for
this summer from Children’s
Ministries and also Women
of the ELCA. For more information go to their website
at ww.goodearthvillage.org
John and I would like to thank
you all for your kind words,
cards, and prayers after my
brother, Connie’s death. We
definitely have felt uplifted and
comforted by the love you’ve
shown us in this time of loss. God bless you!
Nadine Omans

Thank you to everyone
who has been sewing quilt
tops. We really
appreciate it!
Thank you to all the men and women who
help to move tables in Fellowship Hall up
and down for us. As you can see from the
picture below, we need a lot of space to be
able to do all the tasks involved.

All are welcome to come and hear
Judge Larry Collins on Thursday,
May 3, 2018 at the WELCA
potluck. He will talk about his pathway to becoming a Judge and
about EMDR Therapy. Eye Movement Desensitization and
Reprocessing (EMRD) therapy is a
powerful psychotherapy approach
that has helped over two million
people of all ages relieve many
types of psychological stress.
Potluck at 6:00 pm
and presentation to
follow at 6:45pm. All
are welcome to attend
the potluck also.
Please contact Shirley
Raetz 835-3912 with
any questions.
There
will
be
an
ecumenical
gathering
around the flagpole at the
Waseca County Courthouse on the National Day
of Prayer, Thursday,
May 4, at 12 noon.
Pentecost is May 20
Red Geranium orders are
being taken in the church
office until Friday, May 11.
Flowers are $5 each.
Please include who they are
in honor of, or in memory
of.
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Trinity Sunday May 27, 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship
Ushers: Joseph McCarthy, Marv Dumdei
Dewey and Kathy Zabel
Acolyte: Peyten Haack
Reader: Gyles Randall
Church Council: Cindy Coy
Videographer: Jackie Krause
Fellowship: WELCA reception for graduates
Sixth Sunday in Easter May 6, 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship
Ushers: Merril and Mary Schultz
Shirley Raetz, Julie Pederson
Reader: Sue Erdman
Acolyte: Erika Bowers
Church Council: Michael Schlueter
Videographer: Gyles Randall
SCRIP:
Fellowship: Men in Mission
Seventh Sunday in Easter May 13, 9:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship with Communion
Ushers: Linda Sandborg, Bruce Boyce
Craig and Cathy Johnson
Prepare Communion: Jody and Teri Wilker
Prayer Ministers: Sue Erdman, Shirley Raetz
Reader: Linda Sandborg
Acolyte: Hannah Fordham
Church Council: Kari Priebe
Videographer: Dennis Sommers
Fellowship:
Pentecost Sunday May 20, 9:00 a.m.
Traditional Worship with Communion
Ushers: Rodney and Lori Born
Christy Jo Born, Wayne Johnson
Prepare Communion: Scott and Shannon Hedberg
Prayer Ministers: Dewey and Kathy Zabel
Reader: Rodney Born
Acolyte: Payton Garza
Church Council: Bill Erdman
Videographer: Gyles Randall
Fellowship:
Remember
To wear
Red for
Pentecost
Sunday

BIBLE READINGS FOR
UPCOMING SUNDAYS

Taking hold of the life that is really life!
May 6 – John 15:12-17
May 13 – Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 and
John 17:6-19
May 20 – Acts 2:1-21 Pentecost
May 27 – Acts 1:1-11 and Luke 24:44-53

Traditional Worship
on the first and third
Sundays at 9:00 am
Contemporary Worship
on the second and fourth
Sundays at 9:00 am
Holy Communion
Sunday May 13 and May 20
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We purchase gift cards
to use for our every
day needs such as gas
and groceries. There is
no additional cost to
the members of our church! A percentage of
each purchase will be donated to the church.
The more we buy, the more we make. It’s that
simple. Gift certificates are purchased at face
value and the merchants give scrip a percentage discount on the cards. Scrip can be purchased before or after worship on the first
Sunday of the month or at the church office
during the week. We are all a family at St
John and we can ALL help the youth. Every
scrip purchase you make will help the youth
of St John and 3rd Gear. We need volunteers to help sell SCRIP to keep this program going, please contact:
Kari Priebe 507-521-4723 or
Pam Grunzke 612-910-7230,
Scrip Co-Coordinators, if you are willing to help.
Or, a sign up sheet can be found in Trinity Hall.

We
Need
Your
Help!

Soup Luncheon
Wednesday
May 16
at 12 noon
Christian Assembly
900 14th Ave SE Waseca
Enjoy a warm bowl of soup, fellowship
with friends, and a devotional from an
area pastor,
just for the cost of a donation.
Sponsored by the Greater Waseca
Ministerial Association.

Simply Giving®
Electronic Giving is
a convenient,
consistent way to help our
church grow.
Consider scheduling a recurring electronic
contribution. It’s easy! You will no longer
need to write out checks and prepare
envelopes every week. Even when circumstances prevent you from attending
services, your electronic contributions will
continue to be received on an uninterrupted basis. Your consistent support is vital
to our church. Get started today!
There is information on our church
website, or ask for an authorization form
in the church office.

Currently Available
in the Narthex and
Trinity Hall
Large print and regular
size copies of :
“Portals of Prayer”, “Christ in our Home”, and
“The Upper Room” quarterly devotion books.
Council meeting monthly minutes
Extra Copies of our Lifeline Monthly Newsletter
Monthly Prayer Ventures from ELCA
“Pockets” learning about God for children
“Gather” women’s magazine for faith and action
“The Lutheran Prayer Book”-a collection of
prayers and inspirations for every Lutheran.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1
7:00 pm
Commissions

Wed

2
5pm Pizza 5:30 pm
Confirmation
7pm 3rd Gear at
Grace Chapel

6 9:00 am
Traditional Worship

19

25

26

17Joint

9:30 am Sarah
Bible Study
12 noon
Ministerial Lunch
at Christian
Assembly
3rd Gear TBD

Communion
11:15 am
1:00 pm
Colony Court

23

24

22

10:00 a.m.
Quilters

7 p.m. Men

7pm Ruth
Bible Study
at Realife

10:30 am
Video Voice

in Mission
“To Say
Goodbye”
Host–Bill E
DevotionsDale W

28

29

30

Memorial

office closed
10:30 am
Video Voice

7 pm 3rd Gear at
Grace Chapel
Pastor John starts
vacation

Assembly

Verizon
Mankato

Banquet

Lake Shore Inn

5pm ICE

7pm 3rd Gear at
Grace Chapel

2018 Senior
Day
Recognition Sunday church
10:15 am Graduation
reception by WELCA
5:00 pm Video Voice
7pm Baccalaureate at
Waseca High School

18

16

21

rary Worship

12

15

20 Pentecost

27 9:00 am Contempo-

11

11:30 am Senior
Lutherans Dinner
Artist
Dean Dykema
“Feathers are his
canvas”
3rd Gear TBD

10:00 a.m.
Quilters
10:30 am
Video Voice
1:30 pm
Mary Bible
Study TH

5

10

6:30 pm
Executive
Council
7:00 pm
Council

14

4

Sat

Synod

Quilters

Mother’s Day
9:00 am
Contemporary Worship
with Communion
Baptism Silas Hackett
10:15 am Children’s
Ministries /Fellowship
5:00 pm Video Voice

Fri

of Prayer noon
at Courthouse
6pm WELCA
Potluck and
Presenter Judge
Larry Collins

9

5:00 pm Video Voice

9:00 am
Traditional Worship
with Communion
10:15 am Fellowship /
Children’s Ministries
Kickball at Trowbridge
5:00 pm Video Voice

3National Day

7 10:00 am. 8

Noisy offerings SCRIP
10:30 am
10:15 am Children’s
Ministries Men in Mission Video Voice
Pancake Breakfast honoring 6th graders

13

Thu

31
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WERE YOU
AWARE?

The commission of Congregational Life is
looking for input and interest in starting a
Diane Caspers, MS, LP Licensed
Stephen Ministry in our congregation.
Psychologist
What is Stephen Ministry? Taken from
Individual,
Couple, Family and
their website, “Stephen Ministry congregaChild Therapy
tions equip and empower lay caregivers,
called Stephen Ministers, to provide high- Diane provides individual, couple
and family therapy for children,
quality, confidential, Christ-centered care
adolescents and adults.
to people who are hurting.” If you would
like more information, or are interested in Diane is available for counseling on
becoming a Stephen’s Minister, let the Thursdays in Waseca at St. John Ev.
church office know at 833-1703 or contact Lutheran Church. To schedule an
appointment, call the Mankato
Ron Alger at 763-232-2874.

office at 507.625.7660

Keep up to
date on
current
information
www.stjohnwaseca.org
Pastor John’s Sermon, weekly
church announcements, calendar,
Lifeline newsletter, SCRIP order
forms, photos, and much more can
be found on our website.
Memorials
Marsha Larson
$50 Paraments and
Banners

Donna Michaels
$10 Quilters

Roger Zabel
$20 Men in Mission

If you would like
to adorn our altar
with fresh flowers
please call Debbie
Bartelt at 461-4874
or
the
church
office at 833-1703
at least a week
ahead of time.
Two
vases of
flowers can be
purchased for $40
paid to WELCA. This may be brought
to the church office or put in the offering plate and labeled. Individuals
whom belong to the church may have
this donation listed on their financial
statements. You may request a color
and/or flower preference. A written
announcement can be put in the
weekly bulletin specifying if they are
“in honor of ” or “in memory of”.
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We want to support and encourage military members who are active duty,
reserve, or retired from all branches of the service. Please help us to update
our records.
Please fill out this form and mail it, put it in the offering plate, or email the
information to: stjohn@hickorytech.net
OR
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Office Manager
401 3rd Ave. NE
Waseca MN 56093

Name_________________________________________________
Branch of Military_______________________________________
Status- active, reserves or retired_____________________________
If you are active or reserves please include an address:

_________________________________________________________________
THANK YOU!

Nonprofit Organization US
Postage Paid Permit No.35
Waseca, MN 56093

St John Evangelical Lutheran Church
401 3rd Avenue NE
Waseca MN 56093
Email: stjohn@hickorytech.net
Website: www.stjohnwaseca.org
Phone: 507-833-1703
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Council Members and Staff
Senior Pastor
Council President
Kevin Dickie, 507-835-4151
833-1539
E-mail -Council Vice-President
Ron Alger, 763-232-2874

@.com

Council Secretary
Cindy Coy, 507-837-9115
Congregational Life
Ron Alger 763-232-2874
# 833-1084
Education Committee
Michael Schlueter 507-304-3530
Worship and Music
Dianne Bathke 507-835-3653D
22343405234350507Tesch
Social Ministry and Outreach
Kari Priebe 507-521-4723
Council Members At Large
Merril Schultz 507-461-7240

Pastor John Omans
Church office 507-833-1703 cell 507-201-1103
home 507-833-1525#
E-mail faith.worker@hotmail.comc
3rd Gear Youth Director
Marty Aberle, 507-461-3552
Email: 3rdgearwaseca@gmail.com
website www.3rdgearwaseca.org
Senior Choir Director
Deb Wantoch-Yess 507-835-3498
Assistant Choir Director
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706
Organists
Jan Macklay, 507-835-8706
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737
Bell Choir Director
Mary Schultz 507-521-4731

Building and Grounds
Bill Erdman 507-461-1359

Custodian
Cindy Fordham, contact church office 507-833-1703

Financial Secretary
Al Tonn, 507-234-5737

E-mail : stjohn@hickorytech.net

Office Manager
Carrie Lonneman, 507-833-1703

Facebook: St John Lutheran Church ELCA 4571

WEBSITE ADDRESS: www.stjohnwaseca.org

